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Editor’s Bit Conference reports

Welcome to this, the 51 ;
issue of the NZSA SEEM 3, Dunedin

newsletter. My apologies /= _ { The third conference on Statistics in Ecology and
for the delay, but had there %ﬂ’ﬁ% 48 Environmental Monitoring was held in Dunedin from
been an issue in January it% \&~,  \/ 6-10 December 1999.

wouldn’t have needed \ o / About one hundred statisticians and biologists
stapling together! | guess N attended, mostly from New Zealand and Australia,
that a good number of our 3" although some came from as far afield as Asia, the

members were frantic with }i P US, Canada and Europe. The aim of the conference
exam marking and end of ‘ST was “to mark and recapture the contribution of
year preparations atthe time Professor George Seber to Statistical Ecology”, and
of the submission deadline. this was accomplished with a fitting tribute to George’s

Talking about frantic, David Scott is at this momengistinguished career by Ken Pollock of North Carolina
tackling the challenge of being a brand new actingtate University. It was clear that George’s 1972
HOD here at U. of Auckland. He sends his begjpok, The Estimation of Animal Abundance and
wishes for the new millennium to everyone. Related Parameteyss still regarded as the bible of

The timing of this issue enabled the inclusion oftatistical ecology, although one speaker had found a
reports on the SEEM 3 conference in Dunedin anglore innovative use for it as a head-rest for sleeping
the Regional Biometrics conference in Hobart, boi the library! Always ready with helpful suggestions,
held in December last year. Thanks to Rachgeorge recommended trying the second edition which
Fewster and Alain Vandal for these. is thicker.

Moreover, we can take pride in four recent pespite the warnings of the organizing committee,
awards to members. These are George Seber (gt of the participants were unprepared for the chilly
p. 3), James Curran (p. 3), Shayle Searle (p. 5) apfago weather. Fortunately, the Dunedin Kathmandu
David Vere-Jones (p. 6). store was having a sale of arctic gear, so the shop

Also, we report on the launching AfHistory of pecame a popular evening haunt for attendees.
Statistics in New Zealanoly Stan Roberts. Sadly, Speakers were soon having to prove their hardiness
Stan passed away in February this year. in other ways, however, and the search was on to

Please note that the next issue is scheduled f@{d the person who had tagged the most vicious
September, with a submission deadline of 31 July. animal after ecologists described their close
encounters with a variety of ferocious carnivores,
rodents and songbirds. Initially it seemed that Steve
Amstrup of the US Geological Survey was in the lead,
with his high-risk radio-tagging of Alaskan polar bears.
Nonetheless, it always pays to be sure and, after
getting married just before the conference dinner,
Steve and his new wife Virginia allegedly spent the
evening testing their muscles against the little blue
penguins of the Otago Peninsula.

We would like to think of the conference as a
“thank you” rather than a “goodbye” to Professor
Tamaki Campus: The new heart of statistics at U. of Aucklan@eorge Seber and at the conference dinner he was

Russell Millar
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presented with an engraved pen in the hope thafStatistics at the University of Adelaide that prefaced
might assist him to write yet more books for us allAri Verbyla’s presentation. Thirteen contributed
Thanks also go to Richard Barker, David Fletchegessions were given by New Zealand researchers.
Irene Goodwin, Bryan Manly, and Brian Niven ofThe prize for best student talk was shagzdiequo

the University of Otago for their outstandingby Melissa Dobbie (ANU) for her talk 8odelling
organization and smooth running of the conferencingitudinal zero-inflated count ddtand by Olivier

We hope the intrepid ecologists survive to keep thehas (U. Gent, Belgium) for his talk dhSpatio-
statisticians busy until the next SEEM meeting.  temporal modelling for intervention analysis in river
monitoring networks.

Anecdotal evidence from the conference suggests
that presentation software will soon overtake
overhead slides as a preferred presentation medium,

The Australasian Region of the Internationamuch as slides have all but buried chalk and
Biometrics Society celebrated the 50th anniversapjackboard. The use of this technology was greatly
of its formation in 1999, and held its Biennialeased both by the versatile installations and the
Conference, Biometrics 99, to mark the event. TH®nstant presence and supervision of a technician.
conference took place in Hobart, at the University éPrganisers should be commended for a very smooth
Tasmania, from December 12-16, 1999. A total dfinning of the presentation schedule. Presenters and
152 participants were registered, 39 from Newhairs were equally competent: Australasian Region
Zealand. Three satellite workshops were held durifgyesident Ken Russell found no occasion to mete out
the same period, on group sequential trials, analy$i¢ “presidential black marks” with which wanting
of correlated data using REML and non-standaferformances were threatened at the conference
mixture analysis for environmental data. outset.

Biometrics 99's major themes were Human and A well-stocked, at times spontaneous, social
Plant Genetics, and the Analysis of Spatio-Temporé@lendar supplemented the conference schedule. It
Data. These themes were supported by quality invitdgs very slightly overshadowed by some
papers delivered by Gary A. Churchill (The JacksogPmmunication breakdowns partly due to the lack of
Laboratory) and Patrick Heagerty (U. Washington®n information board, of email facilities and of real
Churchill proposed the use of regression techniquegffee. The conference dinner at the Royal Yacht
to assist in the task of mapping genotype to phenotydub of Tasmania was a very enjoyable experience
by considering the masking or uncovering of th&hich extended well into the night, especially for those
effects of one allele by another as an interaction teMf10 chose to cruise the Derwent River for a nightcap
in a regression model of phenotype against gene loghd a turn on the dance floor.

Heagerty presented a review of regression models The next 50 years will be greeted by the
for spatial binary data with a view to forecasting. International Biometric Conference IBC2000 in

Other themes of the conference were Design Berkeley, California. The Australasian Region
Experiments and Biomedical Studies. Peter Johnstdagnnial Conference should reconvene in 2001, in the
of AgResearch put a strong|y worded case for thidst of the Vitality, maturity and continuity so well
closer involvement of statisticians in the planning ofetailed by outgoing IBS president Susan R. Wilson
comparative experiments, citing the overwhelminANU) during her golden jubilee address at
direct and opportunity costs of poor planning. JohRiometrics 99.

Neuhaus (UCSD), a frequent visitor to Australasia, The Biometrics 99 Web site sports the details of
discussed elegant properties of GLMs by which oriBe organising and program committees, as well as
can cater to misclassified clustered and longitudinBhotographs of the conference. It is located at URL
data. Scott Emerson (U.Washington) presentedhitp://www.cmis.csiro.au/biometrics99/.

framework for adaptive clinical trial design, in keeping
with the satellite workshop he co-organized with Jo
Kittelson (U. Otago).

The contributed sessions were especiall
numerous in the main themes of Genetics and
Spatial and Longitudinal data, strongly motivated b
application to such incomparably named Australia
lifeforms as Gympie Messmates and Noisy Friarbird§s
Many of us were saddened by the announcement
the impending dissolution of the Department o

Rachel Fewster

Regional Biometrics 99, Hobart

Alain
Vandal
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Hector medal for George Seber

The Hector Medal in

The humorous side

Mathematical and

announced at the Royal |
Society’s  Annual
General Meeting of *°
Fellows held in
Auckland last year, was
awarded to Professor
George A. F. Seber.
Hector medals are «
awarded to people,
who, working in New

" ()

|

Zealand, have undertaken research of great merit and"V€ fe€l complete and sufficient
have made an outstanding contribution to thetr We are honestly significantly different

particular area of science. o
The Hector Medal is the premier scientific award

in New Zealand and is awarded each year by the

Royal Society of New Zealand. George's awa
recognises his enormous contribution to Statisti
through his research, writing and teaching caree

r

spanning 40 years. We offer George our warme 2

Information Sciences, Top 10 reasons to become a statistician

Deviation is considered normal

We are mean lovers

We do it discretely and continuously

We are right 95% of the time

It is OK to comment on someone’s posterior
We may not be normal, but we are transformable
We never have to say we are certain

No one wants our jobs
We don't need to be exact

gé\laikato boy does good

r
mes Curran has been awarded the Joint

congratulations on this great honour. The medal lﬁsrgsidents Award of the UK and USA Forensic

awarded to a mathematical/information scienti

every three years.
$$$

Now that | have your attention the NZSA is
looking for a new treasurer to replace Philippa
Graham.

Philippa tells me that the job is not onerous now
that Harold has taken over the membership side.
There are no GST complications, as we are not

registered for GST.

Ed.
PS. Thanks for a job well done Philippa.

researcher in 19

S§C|ence Societies for the best paper by a young

98-99.

o

$$$

Quote of the Day (5 Feb 2000)

“The boats are very close (in performance) and
went into the race today with two races to gd
expecting to win one each, and Prada won tods
So, it looks good for us tomorrow.”

Paul Cayard

Note: As you already know, America One lost agait
to Pradathe next day, giving the Louis Vuitton Cup
the Italians. Ed.

Deadline for next Issue

All submissions for the neXtewsletterto
Russell Millar by 31 July 2000 please.

Division of Science and Technology
Tamaki Campus, Bldg 723
University of Auckland

Private Bag 92019

Auckland, NEW ZEALAND

Email: greebie@scitec.auckland.ac.nz

or r.millar@auckland.ac.nz
Fax: (64) (9) 373 7000
Web: www.scitec.auckland.ac.nz/~greebie/




New Zealand Statistical Assoc.

E1% Annual Conference Slice of Statistics

1 September 2000 Many thanks to lan Westbrooke for our slice for

The theme for this one day conference is Statistid8iS ISSU€. 1an recently took up the job of statistician
Applications to Economics and Medicine. Papers fRr DOC, Christchurch.
other areas of statistics are also welcome. I've been at the N
Please submit your registration by July 1st, 2000epartment of Conservatio
Registrations later than this will be accepted, but WBOC) for just over a wee
cannot guarantee meeting all of your requirement®w. DOC manages all o
The registration fee is $90 with a late fee of $10the NZ government’s
not paid before June 1st. conservation land, includin
Abstracts are due by July 1st. national parks, forest park
Further information may be found at and lots of reserves; plu A y
hitp://www.math.canterbury.ac.nz/nzsc.shiml marine reserves, most ofi- .
shore islands (from the Kermadecs to the north to the
sub-antarctic islands like Auckland Islands), making
) up about a third of NZ's land area. Also, DOC is
15" Australian Stats Conference responsible for protecting threatened and endangered
Adelaide, Australia species (such as kiwi, tuatara, NZ sea lion, Hector’s

3-7 July 2000 dolphin) and ecosystems.
DOC has about 50 staff in a national Science and

We would love to see a strong contingent of Ne\ﬁe_search Unit, with other scienti_sts and staf_f Wi_th
Zealanders at our next Australian Statisticaicience backgrounds elsewhere in the organisation.
Conference. The conference will be held at this @lso commissions and collaborates on scientific
Adelaide Hilton International Hotel in the very hear{esearch with other organisations, espeme}lly with
of the city of Adelaide. We hope that the foIIowindﬁandcare Research, one of the government's Crown
information will encourage you to attend. esea_rch Institutes. L .
The major themes of the conference include Large Until now, DOC has not had a statistician position
and Complex Datasets (July 3-4), Medical antp the science unit. Lastyear,_ |td¢C|ded to egtabllsha
Pharmaceutical Statistics (July 6-7), Survey Sampli@i’ly(_ear position, available in either Hamilton or
(July 6), Industrial Statistics, Bayesian Statistic&Nristchurch, and Iwas lucky enough to be appointed.
Stochastic Modelling, and Statistical Consulting. Timing turned out to be particularly fortuitous, as

Invited speakers are Adrian Baddeley, MarRn0rtly after my appointment to DOC, a new
Berliner, Bruce Brown, Dennis Cook, Jerom&overnment was elected and pledged to abolish the

Friedman, Thong Ngee Goh, Kerrie Mengersellf!ealth Funding Authority where | had been working.

David Moore, Donald Rubin, Bimal Sinha and Peter S0 far, I've been getting oriented - including a 3
Thomson. day trip to Nelson Lakes National Park, to look at a
Workshops on Statistical Education, Statisticd['@0r €co-system recovery project there. Next week.
Methods for Data Mining and Survival Analysis will ™ ©ff to Sydney for a four-day course on gr,aphlr.lg
be held on the weekends immediately before and affi#t& mainly in Splus. But after that | expect I'l be in
the conference for an additional fee. A workshop dfi€ office a lot more, although | expect to gradually
Statistical Consulting will be held on the Wednesda@€t around many of the areas DOC is involved in.

For further information please contact: lus I'll be learning SPSS from scratch as it has
SAPMEA Conventions recently been chosen as DOC's statistical package.
68 Greenhill Road | look forward to hearing from everyone and
WAYVILLE SA 5034 please feel to free to pass on my email address if
Ph: +61 8 8274 6060 anyone needs it.

Fax: +61 8 8274 6000 | Westbrook

Email: 15ASC@sapmea.asn.au L . an vvestbrooke .

Web: hitp://www.sapmea.asn.au/15ASC.htm Statistician, Science and Research Unit
Come and join us! Department of Conservation

Private Bag 4715, Christchurch
Richard Jarrett, CSIRO o
Chair, Conference Committee email: iwestbrooke@doc.govt.nz



: Improvement Department of the New Zealand Dairy
Honorary FeIIOWShIp of the Board. While there, Professor Charles Henderson
Royal Society of New Zealand for from Cornell University came and spent a sabbatical
Shayle Searle leave in Shayle’s office. Following that, Shayle won
a Fulbright travel award to Cornell in 1956 where he

Atits meeting in Auckland ot a Ph.D. in Animal Breeding in 1959 with a very
last year the Academy strong minor in Statistics, under the direction of
Council of the Royal Henderson, who was a very statistical animal breeder.
Society of New Zealand Thus began a lifetime of exchanges between the two,
conferred Honorary \which became mutually beneficial to both statistics
Fellowship on Shayle gnd animal breeding. Professor Searle’s latest book,
Searle, (Professor Emerituspybplished in 1998A Mathematical Supplement to
of Statistics, Cornell ¢ R. Henderson's ‘Applications of Linear Models
| University, Ithaca, New jn Animal Breedingis testament to this.

ey York, USA). In 1962, Shayle was invited back to Cornell from
Honorary Fellowships are conferred on scientistjew zealand, first to be in the computing center
research engineers and technologists living oversegg later as a faculty member in the Biometrics Unit.
for eminence in their scientific or technological field4e has remained in there ever since as Professor of
and their association with New Zealand. Biological Statistics, except for being visiting

The following material is an excerpt from theprofessor at Texas A&M University, Florida State
statement in support of nomination that was prepargghjversity, Universitat Augsburg and the University
by Harold Henderson. of Auckland.

Professor Searle’s contributions in statistics are
largely in the areas that he has entitled three of his
books; Matrix Algebra useful for Statistics
Professor Searle is aworld leaderin the demandihigpgear Models for Unbalanced DatandVariance
field of linear and mixed models in statistics. He i€omponents His earlier books werdiatrix
Professor Emeritus of Biological Statistics in thélgebra for the Biological Sciences (including
Departments of Biometrics and Statistics, Cornefipplications in Statisticsaind Matrix Algebra for
University. Business and Economics.

In addition to research, teaching, other faculty
ies and writing books Professor Searle has served
s profession, holding the following positions:

Statement of Nomination (abridged)

Professor Searle’s early and continuing interesctjs
. : ) : ut
in translating applied problems into solvable .

mathematical and statistical ones has been argual Ysociate Editor forBiometrics member of the

his greatest contribution to the field. This has takeﬁe ional Advisory Board and Redional Committee
the form of a series of six Wiley text books (includinqorg,[]he BiometricySociety (ENAR)g' member of the
the se_mmaL_lnear Modglsof 1.971’ now in the Wiley ouncil of Biometric Society (International); and
Classic Series, and still selling well), more than 1 ditorial Board of the Biometric Society

resear_ch_ articles, ar_ld h.'s pontrlbunons to the theo I¥1ternational). Professor Searle was Director of the
of statistical computing in linear and related model L
a}atIStICS Center at Cornell for two years.

.I‘n sh_ort, he has m_ade a c_ar_eer” (.JUt.Of proving th Professor Searle also has an adventurous nature
applied mathematical statistics” is, in fact, not a4 often advised “trv something and something qood
oxymoron, but a valuable subfield of statistics. 'y 9 99

. ay happen”. In some ways, this attribute
As an e>_<patr|ate New Zealandgr, Professo_r Seaf?ﬁaracterised his work, because he addressed many
has maintained a strong and ongoing connection with.

. unique problems, as is apparent from his publications.
Ne_w Zealf_and. He was qu in New Zealand, anﬁpprimary indication of Professor Searle’s work is
gained his M.A. with first class honours in

mathematics from the University of New Zealand iﬁhe 165 (atlastcount) invited papers he has presented.

1949. After two years in an actuary’s office he went Since his retirement he has been spending the

to Cambridge University where he earned hisummer in New Zealand writing. He has two more

Diploma in Mathematical Statistics. books in preparation with Cornell University
Shayle was at Cambridge in its statistical heydagplleaguesMatrix Algebra for Applied Economics

studying with early luminaries of statistics includingvith Econometrician Professor Lois Schertz Willet

Sir David Cox, Frank Anscombe, John Wishart, an@nhd Linear and Generalized Linear Modelgth

his tutor, Dennis Lindley. He returned to New Zealan8tatistician Professor Charles McCulloch.

in 1953 as Research Statistician with the Herd
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New Zealand Science and Professor Vere-Jones is New Zealand’s leading
Technology Gold Medal resident mathematical statistician. He has made major
contributions to the theory of statistics, its applications

awarded to David Vere-Jones and to the teaching of statistics and mathematics in
_ New Zealand. He is highly regarded internationally
Professor David Vere-Jones as significantly advancing understanding of

Professor of Statistics mathematics and statistics and is involved in numerous
School of Mathematical and Computing Sciences international ac_tivities. His inte_rne_ltional standing is
Victoria University of Wellington _suc_h t_hat he is frequently invited to overseas
and institutions and conferences. He speaks Russian and
Director other languages thus enabling him to maintain frequent
Statistics Research Associates Limited contact with statisticians and seismologists in many
countries. He has about 100 refereed publications.

He has received numerous honours and

The Gold Medal to David Vere-Jones was awarde&j L .
for outstanding and fundamental contributions t Istinctions. In 1995 he was awarded the International
9 %tatistical Institute Henri Willem Methorst Medal. In

researt_:h a_nd 1982 he was elected as a Fellow of the Royal Society

education in :

B orobability, statistics of New Zealand. He has been an ordinary elected
g P ’ member of the International Statistical Institute since

andthe mathematical 1978 and a Fellow of the Royal Statistical Society
sciences, and for .
since 1969.

services to the
statistical and RESEARCH

" mathematical Hisresearch areas have been concerned with Point
communities, both Processes (the statistical theory of sequences of
within New Zealand €vents that occur at discrete points in time or space,
andinternationally. such as earthquakes, neuron firings, volcanic
The New eruptions, etc.) and Markov Processes (including
% Zealand Science andbranching processes and queuing theory). A
8 Technology awards substantial body of theory owes its origins to him,
are administered by either directly or via his students. Of particular

the Royal Society of New Zealand and were initiatenPortance and relevance to New Zealand is his
by the Government in 1990. The inaugural Gol@ioneering work on the applications of point process
Medal was awarded to Vaughan Jones. theory to seismology. This began with the two papers
The following material is an excerpt from theon the times of occurrence of New Zealand
statement in support of nomination by the NZSA ang@rthquakes in théd.Z. Journal of Geology and
NZMS that was prepared by Harold Hendersofzeophysicand is now expanded to include spatial
Peter Thomson, Robert Davies and Graeme Wakiatterns, earthquake mechanisms and the statistical
L. _ problems associated with earthquake risk estimation
Statement of Nomination (abridged) and earthquake prediction. He received the
During the course of his long and distinguished caregfternational Journal of Forecastingrize in 1997
Professor David Vere-Jones has made outstandifg he pest article in the preceding 5 years for his

and fundamental research contributions in probabilityggs paper “Forecasting earthquakes and earthquake
statistics and the mathematical sciences in generady

These influential contributions are characterised b
their clarity, depth and insight, and have typically le ONTRIBUTIONSTO EDUC_AT|ON, i
Iﬁle has also made substantial contributions to

to important new research developments. A _ L L
example of the latter is his path-breaking work offtathematical and statistical education in New
earthquake modeling which is at the forefront O;ealand._ He was the_ Su_bject Convenor for
current international research in the area. He has a 81themat|cs for the University Entrance Board of

made important and far-reaching contributions to tH e_Ugi\%ersi‘éy Grgnts Com_mittt_ee é1978'8|5) a_nd
directions of statistical and mathematical educatidf!@red the Education Committee in the Royal Society

both in New Zealand and internationally. Th&' New Zealand (1987-90). He was instrumental in
hallmarks of the man and his work are his clarity sietting up Victoria University’s Institute of Statistics

vision, his strong sense of purpose and his concernatrf.')d Operations Research, in 1975, which promoted

help the local mathematical communities better realiZd F:o_ordlnatgd research, teaching ang consulting in
their potential for the nation. Statistics and Operations Research at Victoria

University.
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PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS “A History of Statistics”
by H. S. (Stanley) Roberts

Professor Vere-Jones is a former president of the
NZ Statistical Association (1981-83) and a former Hi  Statistics in New Zealands | hed
president of the NZ Mathematical Society (1974% Istory of Statistics in New Zealanas launche

which he helped found. He was Chairman (in th it\xezliz\l’;ﬁgzl?/Cg"Si;[]atf[(sjtr'fg::ﬁcsesgﬂ?ﬂgnea\‘/tesntfr‘]t'Stc')?s
1980's) of the East Asian and Pacific Regionaﬁ 9 9

. ; : 2 November 1999.
Commlt_tee of the_Bgrnoulll _Somety (a branch of t_he A handshake between Len Cook and Stanley
International Statistical Institute). He was Interim

President (1991-92) of the International Associatioggnklgs ;ggszgﬁglﬁg?ﬁgnﬁfcghnirigﬁ?;’sand then
for Statistical Education, which took over the rofe c .

the International Statistical Institute Education
Committee which he chaired from 1987-91. He was
also a key member of a team responsible for writing
a major review of the mathematical sciences in New
Zealand.

A SHORT HISTORY

David was born in London but came to New Zealand
at the age of twelve, completed his secondary
education at Hutt Valley High School (was dux in Stan Roberts, ready to sign some more books

1953) and was a student at Victoria University of

Wellington in the middle fifties. He won a Rhodes About 40 people attended and the 11th floor
scholarship to undertake postgraduate studies @dnference room was full of animated statisticians
probability theory at Oxford under the supervision ogngaged in deep conversation with one another. The
Professor D.G. Kendall. After completing hislaunch of the history was, of course, the perfect
doctorate he went to Moscow as an exchangscuse for much reminiscing.

Scholar at Moscow University where he made
contact with the strong Russian school on probability,
contacts which have continued over the years. His
two papers on non-negative matrices, although
developed as part of Markov chain theory, are
relevant to areas of mathematics quite unrelated to
statistics. David returned, as so many ex-Victoria
students in mathematics have done, to Wellington in
1962 and took up the post (which he held previously
before going to Oxford in 1958) at the Applied
Mathematics Laboratory of D.S.I.R. which he held
until the mid sixties. During this time he married his
wife Mary who was then also working in the Applied

Mathematics Laboratory. After short appointments he |aunch was a very happy event, marking the
in distinguished statistical centres such as thgmination of a significant amount of work by Stanley
Australian National University in Canberra, Michigangyer the last three years. The onset of Stanley’s
State University and Manchester University, the cajjjness in the middle of 1999 had delayed the intended
to Wellington was again answered by his appointmergate of publication of the book, but nonetheless he
in 1970, to the chair of mathematics at Victorignanaged to attend the NZSA's 1999 Jubilee
University recently vacated by the retirement of higgnference and to speak there as a key part of the
former teacher (Professor J.T. Campbell). Undefistory theme of the conference.

David’s leadership, the group in statistics and The NZSA deeply appreciates the huge donation
operations research built up a strong national ard time and effort that Stanley has contributed to us
international reputation in research, teaching arsly his work orA History of Statisticand the support
consulting. His leadership skills, clarity of mind andbffered to him in this endeavour by his wife Gillian
willingness to help the University in all its otherRoberts.

endeavours earned him wide-spread respect within Both Sharleen Forbes (the previous NZSA
the University and outside. President) and Len Cook (the Government Statistician)

- — P |

Steve Kuzmicich and Paul Dunning discuss the book



spoke enthusiastically about the significanObituary;
contribution thatA History of Statisticsnakes to
statistics in New Zealand. An important factor irH. Stanley Roberts - 1920-2000
tackling the future is an understanding of the past,
and much of our knowledge about the past was #tan Roberts died on
danger of being lost to future generations of NeWwebruary at the Mar
Zealand statisticians. Potter Hospice i
The book is a fascinating and varied account &¥ellington. He was 79.
many different aspects of the history of statistics in Stan was a greg
New Zealand. Stanley felt strongly the importanckeliever in professiona
of retaining the different voices of contributors andocieties and had a lot
this characteristic of the book adds to its appealo with the early succes
There’s been much positive feedback received so fairthe NZSA as a tireles
- Geoff Jowett commented that the book ‘filled irsecretary during thg
many gaps’ for him. Gillian Roberts says that evegyitical days 40 years ag
members of her orchestra are finding it a good bedtirag the association pass
read (we are assured that this is because of §#m the excitement of itf
entertainment value, rather than any soporifigstablishment into an o
effects!). going organization. W4
Complimentary copies of the book have been seRfve a lot to thank him fo
to members of the NZSA, attendees of the 1998 he made sure new members were recruited and
Jubilee Conference, contributors and libraries. Furthg{at there were annual conferences to maintain their
copies of the book can be obtained for $39.95 Byterest. He constantly looked for ways to raise the
writing to the NZSA Secretary, PO Box 1731pfjle of Statistics. He was the first person in the

Wellington. Association to suggest we should be into publications
Frances Krsinich andStatistics at Workkame about as a result of that
encouragement.
News Flash Stan will also be remembered for his work at

AMD (Applied Mathematics Division, DSIR)
The New Zealand Government Statistician, Len Coolgcluding bringing mathematical and statistical analysis
will be leaving the NZ Public Service in May to takento non-traditional areas such as the Library Service.
up the position as the UK National Statistician andor many years he taught part of the library training

Director of the UK Office for National Statistics. course, introducing statistical thinking. Even after he
retired from AMD he continued to bring mathematical

Submissions to the Newsletter thinking to the world by teaching at high schools for a
number of years. His approach was always eminently
0 . . . . .
Ipractlcal so that his pupils and clients alike could see
calit was worth their while taking care to check
numerical information and to heed the signals their

The Newsletter welcomes any submissions
interestto members of the New Zealand Statist
Association. News about New Zealand
statisticians, statistical organisations, statisticg in :
education, or statistical curiosities are suitableffor2nalysis sent. _
inclusion. Letters that raise issues of importapce Al his life Stan had a great love of music. He
to statistics in New Zealand are also welcomgd.learnt the viola as an adult and played in the Wellington
Photographs of past and present statisticians|an@€hamber Orchestra. He started the tradition of
statistical gatherings are of particular interest. All madrigal singing at AMD.

photos will be copied, added to the NZSA  Another abiding interest was history. Stan was
photographic archives, and returned. determined to finishA History of Statistics in New

Advertising In the Newsletter Zealandand managed to complete it before his health
The Newsletter accepts advertising of interes tofinally declined. After that he felt his work was done.
statisticians in New Zealand. Advertising is plaged

subject to space considerations. Persopal
advertising by NZSA members will be published , .
free. Othe?agvertising is $250 per pagrtja, $140 Ioe|Stan s funeral was held at the Wellington Cathedral
half page, and $75 per quarter page. Other sjze§" Monday 14th February.

can be quoted on request. All advertising requests

should be directed to the editor.

Jean Thompson
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are doing well.
LOCal SCene On 1 Feb Alan Lee began a 12 month sabbatical
and is spending that time at the Tamaki campus. David
Scott is now acting HOD and has moved into the city

University of Auckland campus to be close to all the action.

Don McLeish, Cyntha Struthers and their 7-year-old Russell Millar
son William have arrived from the University of

Waterloo in Canada and will be with us for about 9

months. (A 15-year-old daughter will follow in dueBiostatistics Workshop on Applied Survival
course.) They are in James Reilly’s place for about Methodology, December 3-5, 1999

days and for the balance of their stay will be in Roberhe Clinical Trials Research Unit (CTRU) and the
Gentleman’s house. (Robert, by the way, was backiijzpartment of Statistics of the University of Auckland,
Auckland for the 2 weeks from Sept 16). supported by the Health Research Council of New
Don has a background in probability with morgzealand and SAS Institute New Zealand, organised a
recent interests in statistical inference via estimatigorkshop on Applied Survival Methodology. The
functions and related Hilbert space and projecticmorkshop was held on December 3-5 1999 at the
methods (2 books with Chris Small), Monte CarlQ)njversity of Auckland, and was attended by 59
Methods, and Statistical Models for Financial Dat%articipants from New Zealand and Australia.
He will teach a masters course on Monte Carlo/ |nvited speakers were Professor John D. (Jack)
Finance in the 1st Semester of next year. Kalbfleisch (U. Waterloo), Professor Gilbert
Cyntha is a biostatistician and ace teacher wiacKenzie (Keele U.), Dr. Robert Gentleman (U.
has declined to teach for us because she wantsaigckland) and Dr. Alain C. Vandal (U. Auckland).
use her time to concentrate on her research. Cynth&selled at practising biostatisticians, the workshop
has been heavily involved in women’s issues (e.govered topics ranging from basic nonparametric
being president of women’s CaUCUS) in the StatiStiC@(l_)ncepts such as censoring, log-rank tests and
Society of Canada and in the American Statisticgtoduct-limit estimation of survival, to the more
Association. advanced concepts of proportional hazards models,
We extend a warm welcome to Dr Martistratification on baseline hazard, Cox regression,
Anderson who has taken up a lectureship in thgsiduals, time-dependent covariates, frailty models
department. She is currently in Rm 218. Marti comegd competing risks. The workshop involved practical
from an ecological background and is keen to contindgssions for all participants in a computer laboratory.
this research in NZ and to establish close ties with The workshop was followed by a half-day
the Leigh Marine Lab. colloquium aimed at researchers in the field of survival
We were given the use of 14 offices in Buildingma|y5is_
723, and staff in BUIIdIng 731 were relocated to the The very positive feedback received from the

new bU|Id|ng in mid December. We have also |0C&t%rkshop’s participantS, as well as the success
part of our PhD program in the new building - thosgf a similar workshop in 1998 on the Analysis of
students SUperVised by Tamaki Staff, which nO\ﬂ/Ongitudineu Data using Repeated Measures,
includes Alastair Scott and Chris Triggs. have encouraged the organisers to seek funding
The department had 100% success in the Iatqa@t another applied workshop in 2000 based on
promotion round: Brian to AP, Russell to SL over thg similar combination of lectures and applied computer
bar (SLOB!), and Maxine and Renate to SL. work. The provisional topic for this workshop is
The School of Mathematical and Informatiorngeneralised Linear Models and Extensions, in

Sciences, comprising Computer Science, Mathematiggscordance with the stated interests of the last
and Statistics, ceased to exist on 1 Jan 2000. Wdrkshop's participants.

semester 2, 1999 these three departments had abouthe workshop was organised by Dr. Derrick

800(CSci), 980(Maths) and 720(Stats) EFT8ennett (CTRU), Ms. Joanna Broad (CTRU), Dr.
respectively, a total of 2500, including 50 PhlXatrina Sharples (Preventive & Social Medicine, U.

students. This is almost 12% of the whole UniVGrSity@tago) and Drs. Gentleman & Vandal (CTRU/
EFTS total. Ivan Reilly has taken the position oftatistics).

Professor of Mathematics and Mathematic6TRU URL : http://www.ctru.auckland.ac.nz/

Education, in the Department of Mathematics.  Statistics URL: http://www.stat.auckland.ac.nz/
Marilyn Gabriel and partner Daniel are the proud .

parents of a baby girl born on 27 January 2000. All Alain Vandal
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University of Waikato Dr Murray Jorgensen (Department of Statistics, University of
Waikato) “Minimum Message Length Inference for finite

. . mixture models.”
December 1999 saw a large contingent of WaikatQ Henri Moolman (University of Zululand, Durban-Umlazi

statisticians heading across the ditch to attend Campus) “A heuristic solution to the examination time-
Biometrics99 in Hobart. Nye John, David Whitaker, table problem.” - o
Bill Bolstad, Lyn Hunt, Judi McWhirter and Jame&" Murray Jorgensen (Department of Statistics, University of
Curran, together with honorary lecturer Harold Walkat_o) Approache_sto Model Se|’(’BC'[IOI’l in mixture model
clustering and Bayesian Networks.
Henderson (of AgResearch) all attended. Dr Chris Triggs (Department of Statistics, University of
Nye John is due to return from sabbatical in the Auckland) “Some statistical problems in the interpretation
new year. In the latter part of his leave, he has beegn?lfién Ii_)gvlj/r?SeOfa?t%ér?trg?lgtsé:istics University of Auckland)
involved in the (_:urrent reVIGW_Of the _busmess Offlcg “Estimation ICc))f allele frequencies' in the arz/cestral Maori
of the International Biometric Society. He also popylation.”
attended a Statistics Networking Forum held air Russell Millar (Department of Statistics, University of
Woollongong, Australia, in October. David Whitaker, Auckland) “Bayesian nonlinear state space modeling and
who has been acting chairperson in Nye’s absence, comparison of implementation in BUGS and ADMB.”
is eagerly looking forward to his return. Judi McWhirter
The department welcomed James Curran earl
in September and also farewelled our senior tutor
Sharon Gunn, in December. Sharon is returning tqigs
Melbourne. We congratulate James on his rece
success in receiving an award from the Join
Presidents of the UK Forensic Science Society and
Fhe Cahforma Association of Crlmlnallsts.. 'The awar(M assey, Palmerston North
is made biannually to a young practitioner for a
significant contribution to the field of forensic science.ooking back into the archives we find that there
The award will enable James to attend the sprimgsn’t been a Massey, PN update since January '99,
meeting of the associations in Napa, California, b there is much updating to do. Since the last time
give atalk. of writing, four PN statisticians have been on
Murray Jorgensen and Bill Bolstad are currentlgcademic leave overseas.
involved in a joint project with a group from the Mark Bebbington visited the University of
Computer Science Department, analysing intern@ueensland in July to continue collaborative work with
traffic data. Bill will be on sabbatical in 2000. HeDr P.K. Pollett on the stochastic modelling of
plans to attend three conferences as part of his leaygrthquakes. He also presented a paper at the 15th
the International Society of Bayesian Analysignnual Conference of the Australian Society for
conference in Crete, the Nordic Conference @perations Research, staying at the ANA hotel on
Mathematical Statistics in Norway and finally thehe Gold Coast (tough work, he says, but someone
International Biometric Conference at Berkeleyhas to do it).
Callifornia. Also in Australia, Ganesalingam spent a total of
Upcoming visitors to the department include Dfive months visiting Griffith University, RMIT, Bond
Ken Russell, Associate Professor of Statistics at ta@d the University of Queensland, renewing old
University of Woollongong, Australia, who is due toresearch contacts and extending his work on the
visit the Department for approximately six weeksitting of mixture models. Unfortunately his visit was
from 2nd January until 13 February 2000. During higterrupted by a case of severe eye strain brought on
stay, Ken will be working with Nye John. by heavy reading, and he had to come home briefly
We are also being visited by Dr Dan Costegefore returning to complete his work.
Associate Head of Department for the Department Continuing the Australia theme, Graham Wood
of Mathematics & Statistics at Utah State Universitysresented a paper at the 43rd Australian
He will be spending approximately six months withviathematical Society Conference in Melbourne in
us, arriving in New Zealand just prior to Christmaguly, and attended the 6th Australian Optimization Day
and starting work in the New Year. Mini-conference. He spent six weeks last year with
TASEAP (the Thai Australia Science and
Engineering Assistance Project), working with
Matthew Dalgety (BCMS(Hons) Student, University ofuniversities in Thailand on the initiation of continuous
Waikato) “Establishing a most p.robable range u§ing existiqgnprovement programmes. A highlight was meeting
Most Probable Number estimation techniques. up with his old colleagues at Khon Kaen University

In Murray’s pool after a hard
day at the office.

RECENT SEMINARS IN THE DEPARTMENT

11



- after an absence of 25 years! Links to Thailan¥ictoria University

will solidify via porcine nutrition - we have an Asia Last News from VUW/ISOR:

2000 grant to bring a Thai pig nutritionist to work _
with us early next year in the area of pig growth* Personal report from Peter Smith.

feeding and modelling. (“There’s money in muck” I'm not sure when ISOR ceased to exist bu_t [
we are always told, and here’s proof.) would guess that 1999 will be the last year with

Steve Haslett spent the first half of the year ignything bearing the ISOR label. It's hard to pin down
Ireland, as a Visiting Professor in the Department &<@ctly why ISOR has disappeared but the process
Statistics at Trinity College, Dublin. He taught ar'as Peen painful to many people who hugely enjoyed
Honours course in General Linear Models. anfyorking for ISOR and believed in the direction the
continued his research on deletion diagnostics affgftitute maintained. On a personal note, | arrived in
updating formulae for linear models with correlated/Véllington in 1988 to a working environment which
errors. He also visited the Department of Statistic¥@S more like a family than an academic department
University of Southampton, and the Office forahd managed to be more forward looking and
National Statistics (ONS), UK in London, as part ofonducive to research than any of the Departments

a collaboration with Statistics New Zealand on smalid Previously worked with. ,
area estimation. So...... what happened ? Well, I'm not the person

Closer to home, Doug Stirling has been tourinbo give an qverview of ISOR as others have a better
the North Island to demonstrate his new web-baséf2 Of its history. But there have been great changes

teaching software CAST (Computer Assisted€Ccently so I should report these.
Statistics Teaching). Plans have been made {gicrnal Research and Education

incorpprate_ this into our first-year teaching in thg-g, several years ISOR ran an external research and
new millennium. education programme the aims of which were to pick
Other news: up consulting jobs with aspects of statistical research

Graham Wood made a successful Marsdeff education. The jobs were spread around the
application, winning a grant for the years 2000-200stitute and completely funded two extra academ_|c
in the area of stochastic global optimisation, istaff. The extra staff gave us more research potential,

conjunction with Bill Baritompa at Canterbury andMre flexibility and more variety of work. After
Zelda Zabinsky in Seattle. considerable battles to maintain this programme it

John Giffin joined us at the start of the year, sgventually ground to a halt through administrative
we are now a marriage of statistics and OR: a netifficulties external to the Institute. Alistair Gray left
position won recently in the area of Decision Science® for the Department of St_at'St'Cs aftgr the closure
helping to build this liaison. of the programme and David Harte will depart for

In October we joined with Mathematics in hostingStatistics Research Associates at the end of 1999.
an evening for Mathematics Teachers, billed as Both David and Alistair were of immense value

“Mathematics for a New Millennium”. at which t© the Institute, offering the flexibility to contribute to

Graham Wood. John Giffin and Siva Ganesh ma&gaching, research and internal University consulting
presentations relevant to this intriguing concept. &S well as the external programme. In addition their

Two graduate students recently completed tH#°0rS (and books) were always open to people
Masters in Applied Statistics: Brian Corbitt's thesis€arching for advice. We wish them lots of success
was on variable selection in linear discriminan@nd hopefully funin their new jobs.
analysis, and Luo Dongwen’s on interventions in thg,ternal Consulting

state space model. For over a decade the University has run a statistical
consulting Service for all staff, graduate students and
researchers at the University. For much of this time
the Service was run by ISOR and in recent years it
m has involved two academic statisticians and a
"i_. =4
A

Geoff Jones

Statistical Programmer. This Service has been a
fatality of devolution of funding and general financial
constraints and will cease at the end of 1999. Another
- key element to the Institute offering variety of work
!K and the practice of Statistics was gone. Brian
. i , Dawkins ran the Service in 1999 and decided to take
Graham Wood Geoff Jones early retirement this July, with the catch phrase “going
bush”! Life here is less fun without Brian and | miss
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being able to pick his brains on statistical computing Ray Brownrigg and David Vere-Jones are
and consulting matters. Hope you enjoy the “busliturrently in China continuing the long-running research
Brian! For the remainder of the year Edith Hodgelmk with Beijing in statistical seismology. Peter Smith
(the Statistical Programmer) has run the Serviée just back from research leave including stints at
single-handedly and done a great job. Well done Edithe University of Washington and AT&T Wireless
o o Research Labs.
The Official Centre for Statistics This year Victoria hosted the NZSA Annual
Youd think _that with such financial problems antqterence - David Harte and David Vere-Jones are

ambitious ideas. But with Dav_id Vere-Jones and Petr‘?fnning of the Conference. Congratulations also to
Thomson around you keep trying. The proposed Cenfif oo’ Clark who will be visiting the UK next year
had financial backing from Statistics New Zealangupported by the British Council. Megan has also
and very n.early' came into existenge unttil an appar%ﬁdly taken on the role of Programme Director for
lack of University support caused itto fizzle out. o Statistics and Operations Research Group. Our
So, the ISOR that was always stretching the rangge, s g0 to Tapas Sarkar (the previous Director)

of an academic department to include Centrégy 5 the hard work he put in on our behalf over the
Consulting, Statistical Practice, Overseas Researlggt few years.

Links, etc. was reined in to the more usual activities Peter Smith
of teaching and research. As a result of this, perhaps, :
we have also had to face the early retirements of
David Vere-Jones and Peter Thomson. Peter has
already left to form Statistics Research Associates
and David will join in 2000. What can | say but point
out the obvious - David and Peter have been
exceptional leaders and researchers. They have se
enormously high standards and worked tirelessly for
the good of the group. They have been great fun to
work with and will be missed enormously ! We hope
they will enjoy the challenge and freedom of working David Harte Peter Smith
for Statistics Research Associates. o

And then there were three, so ... to the futuratatistics New Zealand
and February 2000 will see the Statistics GrOL{R/eIIington
shrunk (briefly) to Megan Clark, Shirley Pledger an ) . ,
Peter Smith. Not for long though. Reinforcemen N mentlon_e_d in the last Newsletter'wg ve recently
are coming - read further for news from the Statist en recruiting amongst recent statistics graduates.

and Operations Research Group at Wellinaton rom that recruiting round we have new arrivals,
P P gton- - Richard Arnold, Temaleti Tupou, Rachel Kyle, Bella

Liao, Katrina Young and Gareth Minshall. Another
News from STORMCS ar%ival was Sharon Clark’s baby Andrea born in

(The Statistics and Op_eratlons Resea'fCh Gr_oup { ptember. Arriving from the Australian Bureau of
the School of Mathematical and Computing SC|ence§ atistics to work for SNZ for two years is Adam

GO.OS nevtvs. fgr n(TXt yeNarc; we hr?ve ;Wg n?’f‘homas, in exchange for Mathew Cronin and a
appointments. >aralees vadarajah an US'aWond round pick in the 2001 AFL draft. Departures
Ibragimov have accepted positions in the School. Fr M. de Keith MacLeod for his OE. It's getting to the

][\;?\Sggr:gme?rn;rr:\\f;?h:g;%’ogesigzi}gﬁ% t\é\': Cl:%glrtage there are more SNZ Mathematical Statisticians
) - S . In the UK than here. Jon Briggs has departed for
in Statistics has also been advertised so we hop

eI}ott(?r months in Europe, though going in their winter is
jump from 3 to 6 statistics staff. Should be an excitir&q",[tIe novel Pe, ghgoing

year! Sharleen Forbes has returned from working on
Other recent events include Shirley Pledger d

Her PhD in Perth to my relief (I was filling in for
gaining her Ph.D. with a thesis éiinite Mixtures h : e rali
. . er). The PhD is complete, much to Sharleen’s relief.
in Capture-Recapture Model$Vell done Shirley! ) ! P u !

She al i k on North Brothers’ Is| dNext newsletter we’ll let you know if she is Dr.
€ a's0 Spent a week on Nor rothers 1sland @go5 pebra Taylor has been to Washington DC

Statistical Consultant to the team studying Duvauce, §r discussion on various aspects of survey designs
Geckos and has recently been awarded a researc&ﬂ the Bureau of the Census, plus to attend the

(i;/_ratnt_from the Strategic Development Fund ederal Committee on Statistical Methodology
ictoria. (FCSM) conference. Steve Johnston has returned
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from Weststat in Washington. arable cropping, poultry and land use. A survey of
Seminars in Wellington include Max Wigbout onnon-livestock farmers (horticulture) is planned for
ANOTA (ed. note ANalysis Of TAbles) and PeteJune 2000. The survey results are used by a wide
McMillen on discriminant analysis. Susan Linacrerange of industries and sector groups, including
head of methodology at the ABS, visited to discudmisinesses providing farming inputs, support services
aspects of research at the ABS and SNZ, as wellasd primary product processing to farmers. The meat
defining, measuring and publishing quality measurggocessing and transport sectors use livestock
in official statistics (dear to the heart of John Cornishumbers to forecast capacity needs. The 1999
Agriculture Production Survey sample (about 40,000
Christchurch farms) was drawn from the population frame
Christchurch also benefited from the graduatégriBase’. AgriBase is a land-based database
recruitment with Michael Robertson starting in Survegontaining national farming information maintained by
Methods. A recent return to the fold has been PenAgriQuality New Zealand.
Barber, who has been working at the Australiagurvey of Older People in 2000:

Bureau Of Statist_ics for two years. S_he found thJFhe New Zealand government has commissioned
ABS very interesting, though the building they Wori?esearch into the living standards of older people in

:: soun?scveryl_’70$K(|.:a.fawful%. A recel\;:t mO\(/je htaﬁew Zealand. The Survey of Older People in 2000
een of Larolina ot from Survey Metnods 1q9s 5 standard of living survey of the population aged

Butslness tS_urvEysdD_evr:aloprlnent, Shc')l Pennyd|s r: years and over. The survey is being developed on
acting section head in ner place whiie We adverligfa, 4 ¢ o the Superannuation Task Force 2000, which

the pOS't'Or.]' Pat Coope attended the Survival Analysdsols been established to develop a stable retirement
workshop in Auckland early December wearing her.

. .2 ihcome framework that is flexible enough to cope
'g/\(l:(;ohoall;[s (working for SNZ and for Chch Clm'calwith a changing environment. The Survey of Older

) .. ) . People will collect information on access to services,
Susan Linacre also visited the Christchurch offic P

! . 'ources of support, health needs, income and assets
We've had the benefit of a couple of seminars o PP

. %hd ability to purchase requirements. This information
Stat'.St'Ca.l work “,at t_he ABS from Penny. ?the(/vill be used to look at what determines and influences
seminars include “Estimating Kokako numbers” fro

Mhe standard of living of New Zealanders aged 65

Allyson Seyb and Pat talking about Categorical Date%d over and will help government with policymaking

Analysis. Victoria Wilcox has recently been to WAYSand program development. The method chosen to

(Workshop of Australian_Young _Statisticians) "}un the survey is a supplement to the Household
Wollongong and had an enjoyable time. She presenﬁggbour Force Survey in the March 2000 quarter. The

a r_eworked_versmn of her NZSA tall_< on outllers rvey results are expected to be reported back to
adjustment in QGDP to the young statisticians, aqﬁj

_ - e client in June 2000. The field test is planned to
the word we got via the great statistical 9rapevinG mmence November 1999. Questionnaire design

was she did extremely well Wh'le n O,Z she alsgnd sample design will commence in December 1999.
visited the ABS to talk to their time series experts, . initial survey will be held February 2000
and found that rewarding. We will miss her when '

she moves to Napier in February. Survey of Saving and Net Worth in 2001:
o The Retirement Incomes Policies Report (1997) of
Activities the Periodic Report Group called for improved

Statistics New Zealand has recently conducted a n@ytistics on saving and net worth. Specifically, they
Agricultural Production Survey and is currentlywanted better information on the level of private

developing two surveys (Survey of Older People igrovision for retirement. The group stated that a
Agricultural Production Survey: understanding of retirement issues through better

Statistics New Zealand has recently developedi®formed analysis, to provide a factual foundation for
livestock and cropping (grain/arable) survey fundelnproved decision making by government, to improve
by the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry. Surveypublic understanding and awareness and to increase
guestionnaires were sent out in July 1999 asking féle likelihood of political consensus. Information from
information about livestock numbers, land use arf€ survey will be available for analysis to assist the
area in cropping. Provisional data are expected ff@riodic Report Group in 2003. Statistics New
become available in December 1999 with final resul&€aland is currently undergoing a consultation round
due around five months later. The main objective ¢ develop survey objectives. The project
the Agriculture Production Survey in 1999 is to providéommenced in July 1999 and data will be available
reliable, up-to-date estimates for livestock, grairfy June 2002.
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University of Canterbury attended SEEM3 - Third Conference on Statistics in
@ology and Environmental Monitoring meeting,
tago University. Later in December, Malcolm

Reale has been coordinating the upcomintjew Faddy and Irene Hudson presented papers at the

Zealand Statistics conference scheduled for Ilj]t_erna_tlonfaTI Blom_etrL'csbli)EiiB Tef“?g at the
September 1st 2000T he theme for this conference nlver5|ty?O§§manla, of ar,t_ u? ralia. rclane _gatl_ve
is statistical applications to economics and medicir@PapPer on Ique axes ot spatio-temporal vanation

papers in other areas of statistics are also WelcorjrﬂaEuCalypt flb’r’e morphology - wholle tr_ee variation
You can get more information via the web page InE. globulus”, research work which is part of an

_ ongoing collaboration between University of
http://lwww.math.canterbury.ac.nz/nzsc.shtml Canterbury and the University of Melbourne. Malcolm

or by contacting Marco Reale directlyfacilitated discussions and presented a paper entitled
m.reale@math.canterbury.ac.nz. We are calling it8ome general models for data with extra zeros” at
“A Year 2000 Statistics Odyssey” and Malcolmhe Workshop on Nonstandard Mixtures on Dec 17.
Faddy is the invited speaker pertinent to the medical |n early January 2000 Irene Hudson spent 2 weeks
slant of the meet. at the Institute of Land and Food Resources,
The department had an end of year lunch, whighnijversity of Melbourne, completing research on
included a farewell for one of the secretaries, LUCindﬂbwering phenology and synchronicity, and sampling,
who is leaving for Australia. Her friendly personalityhow and then, Melbourne’s array of food and wine!
and excellent Latex-ing will be much missed by thglarco Reale hosted his ex-PhD supervisor, Dr
department. Granville Tunnicliffe Wilson (Lancaster University,
Two of our postgraduates, Andy McKenzie angiK) for 2 weeks, a time of great productivity, as |
Michelle Butler, recently attended the locakee it from 2 offices down the corridor!! Granville
postgraduate conference and gave respectiygsented a well attended seminar on Dec 1ston “ A
presentations on “Biomathematics - the new biology:lass of modified high order auto-regressive models
and “The relationship between sudden infant deaffith improved resolution at low frequency cycles”.
syndrome (SIDS), season and environmentgkar 2000 promises to be a hectic year with possible
temperature in Canterbury - retrospective, preseféw moves into formalised medical research on
and prospective profiles”. Both found the annu@ampus and 3 of the statistics staff on one or more
postgraduate conference held from 19-21 Novembagnd of leave.
useful for its coverage of diverse areas of Irene Hudson
postgraduate study and workshops on writing theses
and publishing papers. A large number of UniversitAg Research

of Canterbury staff and staff from other ir‘StitUtiO”%gResearch has been restructured. The Statistics
were involved in the meeting, whose theme wWag q is now a national group and is headed by Peter
“strength in diversity”. o _ . Johnstone. The group is part of the science division
We congratulate Nigel Sinclair for his prize a5 cjearly separate from support services. A small
(stats) Honours level and wish him well in his newW;c(qry for Statistics! Barbara Dow has “rejoined”
job in Sydney. Nigel was the only Honours student, o AgResearch team at Ruakura, moving from
(of 4) to tackle my optional theoretical assignment 0f) 5 trResearch where she has been since the CRIs
distribution free methods extending Kruskal Wa'"%/vere formed. She will be based at the Dairying
procedures to the concept of stochastic heterogengif¥ ¢ 4rch Corporation. Fred Potter has joined

- and he received an A+ to boot! Michelle Butlelygresearch in Palmerston North, moving from Crop
hopes to pursue further PhD studies in 2000 undgf, 4.

the supervision of Irene Hudson and Professor R Ford gigmetrics 99 at Hobart. in December was well

atthe Chch Hospital. Michelle and Nigel both exce"egupported by AgResearch Statisticians. Peter
with an A+ in their Honours projects - well done! Johnstone gave an invited talk on “Planning

Irene Hudson was an invited speaker as part glymnarative Experiments”. David Baird, Harold
an open forum on women in post-graduate studi§§enderson, David Saville and Martin Upsdell also

part of the Nov 19 postgraduate workshop. She,ricinated. Peter is the incoming President of the

represented mathematics and statistics and joineid Qqir5|asian Region of the Biometric Society. David

other_ women academ|_cs frpm th_e departmen_ts_ Qgird visited Canberra in February where he gave a
Physics, Plant and Microbial Sciences, Feministy 1 the Australian Statistics Regional meeting and

studies, History and Geography. Strength in diversityenged the CSIRO Biological Statistics Research
continued to echo through these discussions. Group meeting in Braidwood.

In December Malcolm Faddy and Jennifer Brown
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Here at Canterbury, late 1999 saw everyone mai
focused on exams and the marking therbtdrco

Harold Henderson



The New Zealand Statistical Association

PO Box 1731, Wellington, New Zealand

Phone: (09) 373 7599 x5053 Fax: (09) 373 7018
Email: a.miller@auckland.ac.nz
Web: www.stat.auckland.ac.nz/nzsa

The NZ Statistical Association, founded in 1948, igalidity of their results. It is regularly called upon to
New Zealand’s only association for professionatomment on contentious polls and surveys.
statisticians. The association has about 400 individual

members and is growing strongly. Many of it&ducation

members are employed by universities, governmenke Education Committee aims to improve the quality
departments or research institutes, with growingf statistical education for New Zealand students. It
participation by senior students, who are offered fregarticipates in advisory groups related to curriculum
membership for their first year. matters and helps organise conferences and courses
The constitutional aims and objectives of theor the benefit of those teaching statistics at all levels.
association ar¢he encouragement of theoretical\Nith the support of some of our Corporate memberS,

and applied statistics in New Zealanbh 1992  the association sponsors prizes for statistical excellence
the association agreed on a more comprehensiy€each of the regional Science Fairs.

set of vision and mission statements including the

ShOT“hdeSC_”pt.iO”: e NZSA is fo lead Ney APPiCation to join NZSA
€ mission ot the 'S 1o lea ew Complete the online form on the NZSA web site or

Zealan_d _to VaIL.Je _and make mtelllge_nt_ US€ send this form to NZSA, Box 1731, Wellington.
of statistical thinking and good statistical

practice. I wish to join the New Zealand Statistical Association

SeIVICES 10 MM IS e

Members receiveThe Australian and NEW ...
Zealand Journal of Statisticguarterly and are Phone:.....cccoceeevvveeenee. FaXi...ooviieee.
kept up to date on statistical happenings within Neﬁrﬂa" ................. RO SRR ST
Zealand and interesting overseas developments witRrMission to publish email address: Yes/No
regular newsletters. A feature of the New Zealan@ccuparlon: ................................. S
statistical year is the annual three-day conferen ender: Female/Male (for statistical purposes!)
normally held in mid-year. At the 1995 annuaCFe

L ) Areas of INterest:.........ccoveeiieiiiiic e
conference the association adopted a ‘Code

rdinary members  NZ $35, Overseas $40

Ethics’. Student and Retired NZ $20, Overseas $22.50
(NOTE: First year free to students enrolled at Australasian
Links Wlth other Bodies universities, or who are graduates of NZ universities and not in

The association is an affiliated organisation of thi!-time employment)

International Statistical Institute and maintains clogg@ymentdetails, inincreasing order of costto NZSA
relations with a number of statistical societies arourfd®aymentby automatic paymentor telebank

the world. It is also a member body of the Roya{?lease ensure that your name will appear on our bank
Society of New Zealand and is part of thé&tatement (e.g., Subs Mary Smith, Dunedin)

- - : Bank 020 Bank of New Zealand
Mathematical Sciences Council of New Zealand.Bralnch 500 BNZ Centre, Wellington

. . Account 0019525-00 New Zealand Statistical Association
SurVeY Appralsals and Public * Payment by chequeMake out to New Zealand Statistical
Questions Association (Inc)
The Survey Appraisals and Public QuestiontPaymentby MasterCard or Visa
Committee aims to raise the standard of statisticBlease supply this information
practice and the level of public understanding of Credit Card’number ..................................................
statistics in New Zealand by conducting independent gfgﬁg‘:j‘a‘g SRAME o
appraisals of sample surveys, opinion polls and other .t SNZeeooo
statistical statements in relation to the statistical
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