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NZSA2007 Conference Official
Report

The NZSA conference was he|
at the University of Canterbury o
4 July, followed by the Confereng
in Honour of John Deely over 5

student prizes. The two first-equal winners this year,
out of 13 student presenters, were Matthew Schofield,
University of Otago, who gave a talk on climate
reconstruction and Jason Bentley, University of
Canterbury, who spoke on Bayesian analysis of linear
regression models using exact Markov chain Monte
Carlo. They received $500 each from HRS.

July. John (pictured right) gave
lively and welcoming talk, in his
entertaining style, outlining
milestones in his long history wit
Canterbury (over 28 years) and fond stories of many
of the folks that have influenced his career. The wealth
of contributed papers for the conference, led to a full : "
day of 39 talks running across 3 streams. Theason Bentley (left) and Matthew Schofield after receiving
conference had 100 attendees at main sessions, with $500 each from HRS

20 educators for the Statistics Education afternoon \whilst many of us were enjoying alcoholic delights

session. the Staff Club has to offer, or the equally invigorating
The smooth running of Conference was down tg@iscussion at the AGM, Jim Young passed on his

the sterling work of the local organising committeeanthusiasm for statistics and some words of wisdom

Carl Scarrott, Dominic Lee, Marco Reale, Jennifefor the next generation at the Young Statisticians event

Brown, lan Westbrooke, Richard Penny, Rebecegponsored by SNZ, attended by over twenty of the
Bangma, Easaw Chacko and Mik Black. Théreshest additions to the statistics fold.

organisers thank our sponsors for their generous Carl Scarrott
contributions which added to the success of the
conference: Hoare Research Software, Hearne
Scientific Software (suppliers of Systat by Cranes
Software) and SAS. Statistics New Zealand provided
major contributions, in particular from the Official
Statistics Research part of the Official Statistics Systerr
and Official Statistics Research and Data Archive s
Centre.

We thank Ray Hoare of HRS for sponsoring the

Published by the New Zealand Statistical Association (Inc.), P.O. Box 1731, Wellington, New Zd&dlandews expressed by contributors to this
Newslettershould not be attributed to the New Zealand Statistical Association.

Local organising committee members
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Conference in Honour of NZSA2007 Conference: A
Professor John Deely- Report Student’s View

The Conference in Honour of Professor John Deem my opinion the highlight of the NZSA2007

was held at the University of Canterbury on July 5-Gyhterence was the plenary by Professor Deely on
2007, and attracted more than 60 national anfe onening morning. In a very humble manner Prof.
international attendees. The conference was precetﬂféjely looked back over his career and in particular

by the annual NZSA conference on July 4, whefig,iaq at the events that led to him coming out to
John had the honour of giving the plenary addres§» a5 a student just starting out, it was very

an emotional, enlightening and entertaining ever@’ncouraging to me to see how he progressed
which set the tone for three wonderful days. Aft€f,o,ghout his career. One thing that stood out to me
the hustle and bustle of the concurrent sessions of {hg< the friendship and respect he has from his
NZSA meeting, the Deely meeting retired to the calify| aporators and students. This reminded me that |

of the basement, where attendees were treated i ag; ot effort into cultivating friendships with those
series of talks that blended statistics with sermonizingy, o e with.

anecdotes with asymptotics, and Bayes with apqiher highlight of the conferences was the

everything. On the surface, the speakers were §,dtable discussion. Prof. Deely opened the
somewhat diverse bunch, but as the meeting progresgggl ,ssion by proclaiming:

it became obvious that they were united by their deep
admiration for the man the
had come to honour. Fra
Lad opened the conferenc
Jim Berger (pictured right
provided the keynote, Ro
Christensen and We
Johnson were a dynam
Bayesian duo, Stev
Samuels spoke of matte PANZ2007
Secretarial, Jessica Utts unraveled the secrets of John’s
teaching success. For two fun-filled days Johnshe PANZ biennial conference was held on 3-4 July
colleagues and former students presented on a breade Papa, Wellington.
range of statistical topics, all the while leaving no doubt There were over 150 attendees who represented
in the minds of their audience just how much Johnésrange of people working with population statistics
friendship and guidance had meant to them over theross central and local government, academia and
years. The conference ended with a feast - brealde private sector. The programme highlighted a range
soup, animals on spits - courtesy of Frank and Bellef demographic topics reflecting the theme of the
all in the comfort of their own home. The night wagonference “Looking into the Future: People, Diversity
a celebration, the perfect end to a wonderful weekind Social Outcomes”. Sessions covered aspects of
John’s family and friends relaxed as the wine, tealisternal and international migration, aging, fertility and
and speeches flowed. John spent the entire eveniigldlessness, labour force issues, population
wearing a broad smile - he was as “happy as Larrystimation, ethnicity and ethnic diversity, and
Or perhaps he was just enjoying showing us his nesmbnational population trends.
teeth. Three international keynote speakers addressed
Mik Black the conference. Professor Miles Corak (School of
Public and International Affairs, University of Ottawa)
spoke on inter-generational earnings mobility among
the children of Canadian migrants. Dr Gerald
Haberkorn (Head Demography/Population Statistics
and Demography Programme, Secretariat of the
Pacific Community) spoke on demographic trends and
issues in the Pacific. Associate Professor Natalie
Jackson (School of Sociology and Social Work,
University of Tasmania) spoke on attitudes to
John leading a discussion on "Why I am (or am not) getirement among Australia’s baby boomers.
Bayesian”. Sarah Voon

"l hate p-values!"

What followed was a discussion on the reasons why
people choose Bayesian or frequentist inference. |
found it very profitable gaining a wider understanding
as to why people choose either approach. It has given
me much food for thought.

Matthew Schofield




Conference - ICOTSS8 Workshop - Applied Bayesian
_ ~ Statistics: with a focus on diagnostic
The next International Conference on Teachin

Statistics is being held in Ljubljana, Slovenia 11_1%sts in the absence of gold standard _ _
July 2010. The Conference Themdasa and context December 10th - 14th, 2007, Massey University,

in statistics education: towards an evidence-basdglmerston North, New Zealand

society The conference topics and committees a/ehands-on workshop introducing current state of the
named below. Anyone interested in being associatétf methods of evaluating diagnostic assays when gold
with or organising a session under one of the topi§éandards are not available. The workshop addresses
can express their interest to any of the topic convendrgman and veterinary epidemiologists, researchers,
or to the Chair of the Programme Committee, Jotaff in industries, and statisticians who want to update
Harraway (jharraway@ mathslotagolac_nz). TH&eir knowledge in OIE approved basic and advanced

sessions within each topic will be developed over ttiatistical procedures modelling discrete and
next nine months. continuous diagnostic test outcomes.

The main presenters are leaders in the field Prof.
Wes Johnson and Prof. lan Gardner, both University
8PCaIifornia, and Dr. Geoff Jones and Dr. Alasdair
Noble from Massey University. They are supported
by EpiCentre staff.

For details see http://epicentre.massey.ac.nz/
Default.aspx?tabid=284.
This event is linked to: WAVLD pre-symposium
workshop “Assay Validation From Theory to Praxis”
11-14 November 2007

Topics And Topic Convenors

1. Data and context in statistics education: towards
evidence-based society

Brian Phillipsbphillips@swin.edu.au

Irena Ograjensekena.ograjensek@ef.uni-lj.si

2. Statistics education at the school level

Mike Shaughnesayikesh@pdx.edu

Doreen Connadoreen.connor@ntu.ac.uk

3. Learning to teach statistics
Katie Makark.makar@ug.edu.au

Joachim Engedngel@math.uni-hannovee Agreement signed between

4. Statistics education at the post secondary level Statistics New Zealand and New
Elisabeth Svensscemisabeth.svensson(&)esi.oru.seZeaIand,S universities

Larry Weldornweldon@sfu.ca

5. Assessment An agreement between Statistics New Zealand and
Beth Chancéchance@calpolgdu the NZ Vice Chancellors’ Committee (NZVCC) has
Iddo Gaiddo@research.haifa.ac.il been signed recently by Geoff Bascand (Government

6. Statistics education, training and the workplace Stafistician) and Lindsay Taia_roa (Executive_ Director,
Gabriella Bellgbelli@vt.edu NZVCC). The objective of this agreement is to help
Peter Petocgeterpetocz@ma.edu.au build statistical capability within NZ universities by

making access to statistical products and services both
easier and cheaper.

The statistical data package will include access to
INFOS, basic NZ CURFS (Confidentialised Unit
Record Files), the long-term time series developed by
the Treasury, plus a data package for the Social
Sciences network. The final details of this later data

7. Statistics education and the wider society
Richard GadsdeR.J.Gadsden@Iboro.ac.uk
Oded Meyemeyer@stat.cmu.edu

8. Research in statistics education
Arthur Bakkera.bakker@fi.uu.nl
Tim Burgess.a.bugess@massec.nz

9. Technology in statistics education package is still being finalised, but the package is
Deborah Nolamolan@stat.berkelesdu expected to be available before the next academic year.
Paul Dariupaul.darius@bivkuleuven.be = F ‘

10. An international perspective on statistics education
Delia Northnorthd @ukzn.ac.za
Enrigueta Restoedreston@yahoo.com

11. Contributed papers
Gilberte Schuyte@ilberte.Schuyten@UGent.be
James Nicholsojr.nicholson@durham.ac.uk ’
12. Posters B Miise
Mojca Bavdamojca.bavdaz@ef.uni-lj.si

The new Government Statistician, Geoff Bascand (left) and
the Executive Director of NZVCC, Lindsay Taiaroa.



President’s Column Editorial

Tuesday morning, my son Like quite a few othe
| and | are heading north onpeople, apparently, I've
- an epic journey to been thinking abou
Christchurch, itis the first foundational issue
fine day for a month and recently. The big schisn
the sun dazzles off for statisticians is, o
Blueskin Bay. We listento course, between th
Simon and Garfunkel in Bayesians and
Central Park. | drop frequentists, but ther
Jeremy off at his friend's are others taxing m
place in Belfast and return brain at the momen
="~ to campus. such as the one betwe
Next morning John Deely takes centre stage,design-based and
passionate, intense autobiography, a sequencenuddel-based estimation in survey analysis. This clash
freakishly improbable actualities, with lots of photo®f paradigms is particularly evident in small-area
of wine glasses held by semi-recognisable, haigstimation, and caused a few rumpuses at a
characters, against a lurid purple desktop. Rememis@nference on survey methodology that | attended
that his students are throwing this party. The enerdgst year.
continues throughout the day, and on into the One often comes across people who have a strong
conference dinner. belief in something, or a great love of something, and
The next day there are tributes to John, momho insist on expressing that belief, or that love,
photos from the past, even some talks that are ribtough an unconditional hatred of something else.
explicitly Bayesian. There is laughter and tears. TH&hether it be Western Values, or p-values, | don'’t
energy is high, but | crash for a while before the soirdeink it's the way to go.
at the Staff Club. John’s daughter asks me if | am a Personally I'm still striving for that great overview
Bayesian or a Frequentist. | say | am a pragmatiat will encompass all these apparently conflicting
and she asks if it has a capital-P, but | refrain frogpoints of view. There’s a danger of course of becoming
invention. like the man who “grew so broad-minded he was
Next day the forum, in Praise of the Bayesiaacatter-brained”, but it seems to me that the other
Paradigm, why | am, or am not. More laughter, angktreme is far worse.
anger, focussed, righteous anger - p-values! Why do I'm not saying that foundational issues are
we bear with them? Why don't we Bayes them? unimportant. | think it’s right and proper that these
We're getting to the climax, party at Frank’s, spimatters are raised at conferences, and it's both fun
roast, Belle's art, word of a drama, Mik plays Johand educational to watch the two sides fighting it out.
with Jessica as the journalist. Every line is a punchlingyt the least we can try to do is to remember that the
Ron's John is larger than life, like New Mexico largeperson on the other side of the fence is probably not
We laugh till we cry. an idiot, or a charlatan. However much it might seem
John's son asks for the Greyhound bus stofike it.
When John was a boy the Greyhound bus was the As usual I'd like to thank all those who have
only place he felt at home, snuggled up against Hentributed articles and photographs. In addition to
Mom as they moved from town to town. We havéhe usual sections and snippets of news from or about
stopped laughing. His son gives him a parcel. Joltihe statistical community, we have reports of the very
rips it, tears it, stabs it open. Itis a model Greyhoursiccessful NZSA and John Deely Conferences in
bus. Here is a man who set out to look for Americ&hristchurch. A more extensive collection of
and ended up finding New Zealand. photographs from these events will be available in the
Roger Littlejohn online version of the newsletter (see opposite).
My favourite quote from the conference was given
to me by Ron Christensen, quoting a colleague of his:

JB"“ k= “I don't like to do research, but | like to understand
Aﬁ:]ger‘ f things”. I'm looking forward to trying this out on the
and next PBRF panel!

John Geoff Jones

i

Deely _‘_.%:-



Submissions to the Newsletter
The Newsletter welcomes any submissions

New Zealand statisticians, statistical meetin

interest to members of the NZSA. News abEut

New members

A warm welcome to 19 new members of the NZSA
of\who have joined since February 2007, taking our
current membership to 401.

S; Regular members: GuanYu Zheng, Alan Bentley,

statistical organisations, statistics in education

of recent gatherings and new appointees ar,

preferred.
Next deadline 22 February, 2008

Advertising In the Newsletter

The Newsletter accepts advertising of interes
statisticians in New Zealand. Advertising is plag

advertising by NZSA members will be publish

half page, and $75 per quarter page. Other ¢
can be quoted on request. All advertising requ
should be directed to the editor.

Editor

Geoff Jones

[IS&T, Massey University

Private Bag 11122, Palmerston North, N Z
Phone: +64-6-350-5799; Fax: +64-6-350-226¢
Email:g.jones@massey.ac.nz

statistical curiosities are suitable for inclusidn.

»O'0livia Son,Rudi van der Mescht, Emma Mawby;,
Murthy Mittinty, Lisa Henley, Maik Wagner, Nathaniel

Lettersthatraiseissuesofimportancetostatﬂ';icq;ihama Antony Kennedy, Walter Davis, Angela
in New Zealand are also welcomed. Photogr

hSrorbes, Peter Fieger.
2 Of  Student members: Yihong Zhang, Arier Lee,

particular interest. Electronic submissions §re apngrew Gormley, Andrew Richens, Marina Zahari

Jason Bentley.
Campbell Estate Fund

The NZSA was the recipient of a very generous
[ todonation ($48,000) from Professor Campbell’s estate.
ed  There is roughly $1500 funding available each year

subject to space considerations. Persgnalfor special projects that are in the realm of Professor

bd Campbell’s interests. Refer htp:/nzsa.rsnz.gf

free. Other advertising is $250 per page, $140Jpefunding.shtml for more details.

zes The fund has now grown to over $59,000 with
bStsaccumulated interest since 2001.

Applications are received twice a year (April/
October) and are invited for funding for projects in
2007/08. There is no formal application process but
please supply details of your project, the full project
budget, the amount you are requesting, a short

1 Statement about why your project is within Professor
Campbell’s interests, and your full contact details.
Please send your

Newsletter on Web

An online version of this newsletter is availablg

applications to the Secretar
(fletcher@maths.otago.ac.nz
at NZSA, PO Box 1731,

It will be regularly updated with information
your letters.
Email:g.jones@masseyc.nz

al

http://nzsa.rsnz.orq/NewsIetter66/index.htrI
d

Wellington.

For more details contact
Jennifer Brown
(-brown@math.canterbuag.nz)

NZSA Membership rates

Given rates apply from April 2007 - March 2008
are in NZ$.

NZ Overseas
Ordinary 75 80
Student & Retired 37.50 42.50
No paper journal -5 -5

(electronic only - see next column)
SSAI Member 45 50
(journal funded from SSAI membership)

Join the NZSA

A membership application / change of
address form is available at

http://nzsa.rsnz.org/form.php

or Harold Henderson |
(harold.henderson@agresearch.co

and Jennifer Brown

Back Copies of NZ Statistician

A CD archive of "The New Zealand Statistician|
is available from the NZSA. For details see httg
/nzsa.rsnz.org/archive_NZS.shtml.

Copies of this CD are available for

Current members $5
Past members $25
Non members and libraries $55

To order a copy email Harold Henderso
(Harold.Henderson@agresearch.co.nz).

/
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Awards NZSA Education Committee

McMeekan Memorial Award -
Ken Dodds

The New Zealanc
Society of Animal
Production (NZSAP
recently presented two ¢
its top awards ta
AgResearch Inverma
staff members, Davic
Stevens and Ken Dodd

Ken, a statisticiar-="

We’'re having a quieter year than the last couple of
years, now the NZ school curriculum has been put to
bed at the printers. It will emerge in its final form in
October. We hope that it keeps NZ at the forefront in
having well-designed and highly useful statistics in our
schools. The next task will be to ensure that teachers
are supported with written resources, datasets and
other information.

The education sessions at this year’s conference
were well attended by a score or more of Canterbury
teachers, as well as some of the other conference
goers. Congratulations to the organisers, notably lan
with the AgResearcl Westbrooke and John Harraway, for providing Fhis
Bioinformatics, ¥ ' . eventthat seemed to meet the need; of the audlgnce.
Mathematics & Statistics Sectib, won the sgcietygvffgzgﬁc‘ggu'd have gone away with several disks

McMeekan Memorial Award that recognises L -
S - The 10th biennial conference of the NZ Association
outstanding individual contribution to New Zealand f Maths Teachers, ‘The Power of 10", is in Auckland

animal production during the previous five years. HE

was nominated for almost single-handedly providin( S].ceptemb(-;r. dSeIettfn:/évva_v(v;/.(c:cli:e.S;(':A\kl\lﬂa_lr_lg.aﬁl.gélp\
analytical and statistical leadership and supportto t METENCESNCEX.CIM £o— :

. sponsoring a keynote speaker, Maxine Pfannkuch.
gene discovery programmes run at AgResear%e hope that this NZAMT, like the recent ones, helps

Invermay that have led onto world-leading industr liberate enerav for the teaching of statistics. The
applications of marker-assisted selection in sheéf) D -hergy for Ing o ISHICs.
ommittee is promoting other statistical workshops.

during the past 20 years. if t1o h hand i i (f
His major achievement during the past five years youwantto have a hand in policy or supportior

was his contribution to the development of thgtatlsltlcal e?lucatlon, please contact us:
fractional-parentage DNA pedigree system that forms h)jl\i(;)e(.gzlrrgenrfgd)e;?a?snéé)vt nz

the basis of the Catapult Shepherd product. The : : S Mike Camden
fractional-parentage system uses DNA marker

information to calculate the pedigree of animals in'a
breeding programme so that the most accurate breeding
values possible can be estimated.

One Day Meeting
of
Palmy-STATISTICIANS

Presented by

McDiarmid Young Scientist
Runner Up - James Russell

Congratulations tg
James Russe
(University of
Auckland), runne
up for the 200
McDiarmid Young

]

-

.-:_:'ul
INVESTING IN '
INNOVATION

Crop & Food Research
&
Institute of Information Sciences and
Technology

Massey University, Palmerston North.
Venue: Bernard Chambers A
Date: 26 October 2007 (Friday)
Time: 9am -5 pm
Keynote speaker: lan Westbrooke, DOC

Scientist for his Lunch and Refreshments will be provided on the day.

prOJIeCt I?vasm land Islands' The purpose of this forum is to bring statisticians in and
Ecology of Rats on New Zealand Islands’. James Waround Massey University together for a day at our

also firstin the Understanding Planet Earth categorsiityte for the presentation of their current research work
The MacDiarmid Young Scientists of the Yearand group discussion on issues relevant to applications.

Awards are presented by the Foundation of Researgh, o dinators:

Science and Technology and are designed to Ganes (s.ganesalingam@massey.ac.nz)

recognise excellent research, science and technology Alasdair (a.d.noble@massey.ac.nz)

while also promoting the importance of good science please feel free to pass this invitation to anyone else in
communication. the local area who might be interested.




Statistics Education News international questions were drafted. The workshop
formed an international committee (with Sharleen

International News Forbes as New Zealand member) with a view to
Joint ICMI/IASE Study extending the programme to more countries such as

Statistics Education in School the US, Singapore and France.

Mathematics: Challenges for
Teaching and Teacher
Education. The Internationa
Commission on Mathematig
Instruction (ICMI) Executivel
committee invited IASE td#
cooperate in ajoint study focused
on statistics. The invitation was accepted by IAS
which proposed to merge the Study Conference wi
IASE's next Roundtable Conference to be held |

Local News

The CensusAtSchool Project This project,
sponsored by the Department of Statistics of The
University of Auckland, Statistics New Zealand and
the Ministry of Education, was launched on August
E13 2007. The project is directed by Rachel Cunliffe
ﬂ’pd aims to give 10 to 18 year-old students the
perience of participating in a census.
2008 in Monterey, Mexico. Carmen Batenero is cha ensusAtSc_hooI has previously _been runin 2003 and
of the International Programme Committee (IPC) 005 and this latest snapshot will enable students to
)p,ompare themselves with data from the last two

the joint study. Planning is underway for this stud . .
which will result in a book being published in 20105Urveys. Over 1250 teachers registered their classes

Meetings of the IPC are planned for ISI-56 Tho take part. Rich classroom resources for students

deadline for submitting papers is October 1st 200'7'.Sing the CensusAtSchool data are also available on

For more information seéttp://www.ugres/~icmi/ _thte Wte_bs'lte];f (ri?nt)susf\t'[si;htpoll IS p;)q:'rt of an
iase studv/. international effort to boost statistical capability among

International Census in SchoolsA workshop Y°U"9 people, and is also conducted in the UK,
P Australia, Canada and South Africa. For more

in Melbourne in March of participating countries, ¢ i hot | i it
Australia, Canada, UK, and South Africa, wadnformation, photos, press releases, news clips, exciting

attended by Chris Wild, Rachel Cunliffe, Sharlee lassroom resources see:

Forbes, Kim Cullen and lan Stevens. The worksh tp:/lwww.censusatschool ginz/

enabled participating countries to report back on their

progress and lessons learned and common Maxine Pfannkuch

Published on behalf of the Statistical Society of Australia Inc. and the New

Zealand Statistical Association
Australian &

New Zealand

| ~ Journal of
The Australian & New Zealand Journal of Statistics . .
blishes papers relating to statistical
g;pl:catioﬁs,ptheory ar:dgmethoc:s,lreviews and S tatls t]. CS

articles of historical or general interests.
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Share the wealth of your knowledge and submit

your manuscript for consideration today. Full

author guidelines and instructions can be found at ~ Managing Editor:
www.statsoc.org.au/publications/anzjs.htm Professor Kerrie Mengersen

Print ISSN: 1369-1473

Online ISSN: 1467-842X

Current Volume: 48

Frequency: 4 issues per volume




Course - Practical Bayesian Data Conference Brief

Analysis

See Gordon Smyth’s Australasian conference list

In December you have the opportunity to attend an http://wwwistatsci.og/conf/index.html
Australasian version of the popular Practical Bayesiatt
Data Analysis course that has been run by ti&pring Bayes 2007: Australasian Society for
Statistical Services Centre (University of Reading, UKBayesian Analysis
for the past few yearshitp://www.rdg.ac.uk/ssc/ Cooplangatta, Queensland
courses/bayes.html). This course is aimed &eptember 26-28, 2007
statisticians, people involved in data analysis, and thoggp: http://www.maths.qut.edu.au/asba/docs/
who use Bayesian methods as implemented gho7/
packages such as those for QTL analysis. The course—
f[rainers are e_xperienced_teachers, ar_1d the emph_’%iérkshop on non-linear and complex
in the course is on a practical explanation of Baye&ggstems analysis
ideas, rather than more theoretical aspects of Bayesian
methods. Participants will learn how to use thg''sPane, Queensland
WinBUGS software for Bayesian analysis. The courseSPtember 27-28, 2007
will also use the R package. No previous knowled%}geb:ht_tr)://www.bus.qut.edu.au/rodnevwolff/
of either package is assumed, and both packages OpJs
free. The course will be run over 3 days, starting. , ,
mid-morning on the first day and finishing mid_daﬁlomformatlcs Australia 2007 Conference
on the third day, to allow for travel. The course fee Brisbane, Queensland
NZ$850, and covers course notes, a CD with examgRetober 23-24, 2007
data-sets, lunches and morning/ afternoon teas. Web:http://www.ausbiotech.org/
The course will be run twice: bicinformaticsaustralia2007

1) Crop & Food Research in Lincoln (outside
Christchurch) on Wed 12th Dec - Fri 14th Dec Workshop for Women in the Mathematical

2) AgResearch in Palmerston North on Mon 17tBciences in NZ
Dec- Wed 19th Dec. Long Bay, Auckland
For more details and an application form, $e¢g:/ November 5-7, 2007
www.crop.cri.nz/home/conferences/bayesian-dat&mail: v.kirk@auckland.ac.nz

analysis or contact Ruth Butler
(ButlerR@crop.cri.nz). Biometrics by the Beach

Coffs Harbour, NSW
i . " December 2-6, 2007
Biometrics by the Beach Web:http://www.biometrics.org.au/conf/

The International Biometric Society Australasian. .
Region (IBS AR) will hold its next bienxial conferenc!zé'()lnfos.umn.]er .20.07: ICE.'EM Summer
from Sunday 2 December to Thursday 6 Decembglymposmm in Bioinformatics
2007 at the Novotel Pacific Bay Resort in Coffd he Australian National University
Harbour, NSW. December 10-14, 2007

The conference theme, Biometrics safeguardingfeb: http://wwwmaths.anu.edu.au/events/
our future: our health and our air, land and wateBiolnfoSummer07
broadly encompasses the intended topics of our eight
local and international invited speakers, whoskBA2008 Conference of the International
abstracts and biographies appear on the confererffgeciety for Bayesian Analysis
website (www.biometrics.org.au/conf). Hamilton Island, Queensland

On Sunday 2 December, the program will featurguly 21-25, 2008
two short courses. Peter Diggle is presenting a cousggeb: http://www.maths.qut.edu.au/asba/docs/
on model-based geostatistics and Kerrie Mengersgha08/
will present a course on "Bayes for Beginners". Fukmail: c.alston@qut.edu.au
details of both courses can be found on the conference
website. We look forward to seeing you there!

Melissa Dobbie




Frank Avery Haight, who was the author of NZ'phone?”. “??” “l say - are you on the phone?”. “Well
first statistical PhD thesis, died last year. The I'm standing by it”. “?!".

obituary below first appeared in the NZMS newsletter. In 1950 | took Frank's Pure Mathematics 2 course.
His lectures were not carefully organized but his
exuberant manner, and his skill in providing clear
responses to questions, made him an effective lecturer.
One morning he came to the lecture theatre, looking
somewhat bemused. After a few minutes, he explained
to the class the problem which had been distracting
him. A few days previously, he had received a
telephone call from an Army officer, telling Frank that
the Chief of Staff would like him to deliver a lecture
to the highest officers in the NZ Army, about
“American Military Strategy in the Pacific”. “But |

n
E Kk A Haiaht 1919-2006 don't know what American military strategy in the
ran very Haig B Pacific is”, he responded. “Fine!” said the officer.

Frank Avery Haight was born in 1919 in Des Moine5 @k thought that was the end of the matter - but a
lowa, and he studied from 1936 to 1940 at The Staff@"’ minutes before our lecture started he had received
University of lowa, where he graduated as BA ang t€/éphone call from an aide-de-camp of the Chief of
MSc in Mathematics. The State University of lowzot@ telling him the date, time and place at which he
was then a leader in agricultural statistics, and Frai@s t0 address the Chief of Staff and his top officers!
attended lectures on statistics given there by Allen T, FTank explained to us that he still did not know
Craig. Later, Frank was knowledgeable abon.What American military strategy in the Pacific was;

medieeval Russian history - could he have studied tfit Since he was an American then he would expound
at the State University of lowa? his own strategy. He would talk briefly about outposts

In 1941, Frank published his first mathematic.? Guam, and the strategic significance of Antarctica.

paper ‘On the independence of operators on a latticBUt since he was addressing the top officers of the
in the Proceedings of the lowa Academy of SosiaencN_Z Army, he wogld concentrate on those aspects of
World War 2 then intervened, and when it ended S Stratégy which related most directly to NZ.
1945 Frank was an historical researcher, in the ugccordingly, he would explain to the officers that the
army of occupation in Japan, most strategic spot for the defence of NZ is Gibraltar!
In about 1948, he chose to take his discharge frdffi€ed. Gibraltar is antipodal to Whangare; and hence
the army in New Zealand, where he worked as!%The Enemy occupied Gibraltar, then they could

truck driver. One day in 1949, while driving a truck"vade NZ from all directions at once!
through Parnell in Auckland, he decided that it was SINCe about 1930, many people had urged that the

time to get back to mathematics. He parked the trul@0r language be taught at Auckland University
ﬁgllege. In 1950 the conservative majority of

alongside a telephone box, and he telephoned t ; .
Professor of Mathematics at Auckland Universinfic@demics reluctantly agreed to a Stage 1 course in
aori, but in 1952 they rejected a proposal for a

College (then a branch of the University of New . _ oo _
Zealand), and asked whether there might be a ori _2 course. Early in 1953, the hlstquan Keith
chance of becoming a lecturer in mathematics thergnclair attended a crucial Faculty meeting on that
Professor Henry George Forder (1889-1981) wassue. He reported that “_an American mathematician
a distinguished mathematician, renowned particularf)? the staff, Frank A. Haight, passed the word around
as a geometer. He was very English in manner, qu‘ t"‘f[' e_lccordlng to his arithmetic, the liberals had a
and reserved but witty. Nevertheless, Forder realiz8fi0rity. They were contacted and attended Faculty;
that this brash lanky Yank had much ability if’©t 0ne of them spoke, they listened to the
mathematics and statistics, and Frank was appoinfgd'Servatives, who were looking very pleased with
as Senior Lecturer in the Department of Mathematicgi€ Situation until the vote was taken and Maori 2
His wife Emestine became a Tutor in the DepartmeR2S Overwheimingly approved.
of Physics. _ Frank had intense mt_erest in c_hess, and he played
Marin Segedin was appointed in 1949 as Lecturd} the NZ Chess Championships in the 1950s.
in Mathematics. He recalls that, soon after Frank was In 1951’ Fra_nk_ starte_d a new course on
appointed, he told Marin that he had telephon(_ll\ﬂathematlcal Statistics 1, which he taught at the level
Professor Forder and reported that he had bough(i.)faStage 3 or 4 papers. He had kept his notes from
house in Auckland. “Very good. Are you on théAIIen T. Craig's course at lowa, and also Erich
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Lehmann's mimeographed notes on estimation atrdffic injuries between UCI and Monash University.
significance testing, and those provided the basis for Frank retired as Professor at UCI in 1998, and |
his first lectures. Also in 1951, Frank began workingave a copy of his lengthy list of publications up to
on a Ph.D. thesi&n investigation of queue stability 1998. He received the 2002 Distinguished Career
with reference to the traffic intensitit that time, Award from the American Public Health Association.
there was nobody in NZ who could supervise a Ph.D. “After a stewardship of over 35 years, Frank
thesis in statistics. Pat Moran (at Australian Nationaécently handed over the reins of his three journals to
University) was the external examiner, and Hamish new generation of four editors, located in three
Thompson (in the Department of Scientific an@ountries. They have a tough act to follow. Frank
Industrial Research, Applied Mathematics Divisionalways felt that, as an editor, he worked for the
Auckland branch) was the internal examiner. authors, not for the publisher nor for academic

Frank used to spend much of his summers institutions that used peer review publications as
Wellington, so that he could consBilometrikaand evaluation criteria. He also went about his business as
other journals not kept in Auckland, at the library ohe did everything in his life, with great gusto and
DSIR Applied Mathematics Laboratory. humor.” [Golob & Haight].

In 1957, Frank published his second paper on Frank Avery Haight died on 2006 April 30, at the
‘Queueing with balking’, ilBBiometrika Also in 1957, age of 86. Two days later, his colleague Tom Golob
he received thenly Ph.D. in Mathematics which wasannounced that
awarded by the University of New Zealand. Indeed, The world is a less interesting place today
Frank’s thesis was the first Ph.D. thesis with any
statistical content which had been produced in NZ.

At the end of 1957 Frank moved to UCLA, but h&Xeferences ,
continued to visit NZ for another 30 years. In 1971, J0hn Charles Butcher (editos), Spectrum of

John Butcher edited a Festschrift for Henry Geordgathematics: Essays Presented to H. G. Forder
Forder, with tributes from many eminentAUCkIand University Press & Oxford University Press,

mathematicians. Frank (then at the University 01f971' . ] )
Pennsylvania) contributed a chapter ‘On a. Tom F. Qolob, The FrankAvery Halg.htTrlbute
generalization of Pythagoras's theorem’, ending withit€ contains many tributes to him, with several
“I wish to express my gratitude to H. G. Forder: durinahotographsmww.|uI|anhalqht.com/fah/oblt.shtml

our professional association between 1949 and 1957 TOM F. G_OIOb & Molly I. Haight, ‘In Memoriam
he showed me that geometry is not yet exhaustegF@nk A. Haight 1919-2006ransportation Research
(Pp.73-77). Part C14(2006), 229-231.

Frank quickly became acknowledged as the leader Fank Avery Haight, “On the independence of
in traffic statistics, and his pioneering book’Perators on a latticeProceedings, lowa Academy
Mathematical Theories of Traffic Flo@963) had ©f Science/ol. 49 (;941)‘pp. 301-304. o
great influence. At the 1966 International Congress of 12Nk Avery Haight, ‘Queueing with balking®,
Mathematicians held at Moscow, | again met Fran!0metrikad4 (1957), 360-369.

A Russian translation of that book had just been Frank Avery HaightAn Investigation of Queue
published, and Frank was happily spending th%tablll.ty with Spemal Rgferenge to'the Traffic
royalties on books and records. | asked him whelBtensity Ph.D. dissertation, University of New
had he gathered the data for the examples in that bopkaand, 1957. , _

He told me that no such data existed when he wrote Frank Avery HaightMathematical Theories of
the book, and so he invented all data for thosg&ffic Flow, Academic Press, New York, 1963, 242
examples. But in direct response to his book, mudp- [Russian language versidatematigeska_Teori_
data had since then been gathered on traffic statistit@nsportnyh Potokov, MIR" Moskva, 1966.]

Frank joined the Institute of Transportation Studies " ank Avery Haight, ‘On a generalization of
at the University of California - Irvine. He created 3 Ythagoras's theprerrz , in [Butcher 1971], 73-77.
major journals, which he edited vigorously for many DPonald A. Nield, University Mathematics in
years. In 1967 he founddtdansportation Research Auckland: a historical essaylathematical Chronicle

which fissioned intéart A: Policy and Practicand 12(1983), 1-38. , _ L
Part B: Methodological He became intensely H.S. Roberts (editor)A History of Statistics in

interested in traffic safety, and in 1969 he foundedew ZealandNew Zealand Statistical Association

the journaAccident Analysis and Preventiduring  (INC-), Wellington, 1999. o
the 1980s he commuted frequently between Irvine Keith A. Sinclair,A History of the University of
and Melbourne, on a major research collaboration %ggland 1883-1983Auckland University Press,

Garry J. Tee
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Beef workshop in Brisbane in May to discuss the
Local Scene integration of marker test information into genetic
evaluation systems. Roger Littlejohn, Harold
Henderson and Dave Saville attended the Statistical
AgResearch Association Conference in Christchurch in July, with
We recently farewelled our leader Peter Johnstorfdoger talking on “Hidden Markov models for feeding
who retired from being section manager in June. Peféta from groups of red deer”.
and his wife Anne have since been travelling overseas ___Dave Saville
for a couple of months. Upon his return, Peter will S A b :
work as a biometrician for two days a week at
AgResearch Invermay. In Peter’s place, we welcomge E—:
: . ey
Anette Becher, who was previously the senior perso
in the bioinformatics part of our group. At this time, a
review of our group is being carried out by Bryan
Manly to help Anette crystal-ball-gaze into our future.  [S88
One thing that is evident without the crystal ball, Tl
however, is that we are short of biometricians in our;
section, and are actively seeking out new staff.
Our annual section meeting and “team bonding”
get-together (see photo opposite) was held in April at
Ruakura, for two days following the BaddeleyDepartment of Conservation
workshop at Waikato University. Almost all of us gave
talks about our work. As light relief, we also tried tdStatistical staff at DOC remain at two but with
identify wines and fruit juices, some with notablaifferent faces. Maheswaran Rohan joined the
success and most of us with notable failure! department in November last year based in Hamilton,
Congratulations to Ken Dodds for being the 200@fter Adam Smith left to take up a position at NIWA,
recipient of the prestigious McMeekan MemoriaWellington.
Award, presented by the New Zealand Society of At present, we are really busy running workshops
Animal Production for his contribution to animaland courses for DOC staff. Richard Duncan,
production in New Zealand. These contributiondaheswaran Rohan, and lan Westbrooke have
include the development of the fractional-parentageonducted a three day workshop on analysis of
DNA pedigree system and contributions to geneepeated measures with R in Christchurch, which will
discovery programmes. Great work, Ken! be run again at the end of October. In the meantime
Fred Potter was co-author on a prize-winningve will be conducting statistical modelling courses in
paper entitled “Drenching adult ewes: implications o€hristchurch, Wellington and Dunedin, and Dr John
anthelmintic treatments pre- and post-lambing on theeathwick from NIWA will be giving a two day
development of anthelmintic resistance” which waworkshop on boosted regression trees.
awarded the Australian College of Veterinary Rohan gave a talk on analysis repeated measures
Scientists prize for the best scientific paper publisheat DOC's Winter Science Convention, in Wellington
in the New Zealand Veterinary Journal. Also, Davé June. In July, lan Westbrooke organised and gave
Saville's 1990 paper entitled “Multiple Comparisora talk at the NZSA conference education session,
Procedures - The Practical Solution” has recentind presented a paper on public favourability towards
been listed as the 15th most cited paper in a list of tB®C at the Conserv-vision Conference, Hamilton.
200 most cited papers in the 60 year history of tHan then took time out to spend time with his mother,
The American Statistician. up to her death on 20 July.

On the conference scene, Zaneta Park-Ng, lan will be giving an invited keynote talk at
Manasa Ramakrishna, Rajiv Chaturvedi and And&almerston North Stats Forum in October, and is
Khan presented work at the 6th Internationgblanning to run the workshop on regression at the
Endophyte Symposium in Christchurch in MarchMathematics Teachers’ Conference in Auckland in
Tanya Soboleva and Dave Saville were invite@eptember. lan and Rohan enjoyed catching up with
participants at a week-long weeds workshop anany in the maths/stats communities at the NZIMA
Hanmer in April, as part of a New Zealand Institutdlodelling Invasive Species and Weed Impact
of Mathematics and its Applications (NZIMA) workshop at Hanmer, and the NZSA conference in
program on “Modelling invasive species and wee&hristchurch.
impact”. Ken Dodds attended the SmartGene for Maheswaran Rohan

The AgResearch team bonding at Ruakura
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University of Otago, Preventive completing his postdoc in probability theory at
; i~ EURANDOM. Welcome also to four new PhD
and Social Medicine students: Assad Ali (working with Renate Meyer),
The biostatisticians at the University of Otago'8obby Wilcox (working with Alan Lee), Sohail Chand
Department of Preventive and Social Medicine afworking with Patricia Metcalf), and Irene Zeng
slightly short handed at the moment as Katrin@orking with Sharon Browning).
Sharples is on study leave for a year in Cambridge, Patricia Metcalf is involved in a $150,000 grant
working with Mike Kenward, and Peter Herbison i§'om the HRC for studies relating asthma and diet,
on six months study leave. He has just returned friid Alan Lee has gained a $70,000 OSResearch grant
working with colleagues at the Australasian Cochrafi@m Statistics New Zealand. Paul Murrell ran two
Centre, Monash University. Vicki Livingstone will beR courses using an online discussion board:
leaving us to go back to Ireland in 2008, and we ar@troduction to R” and “Graphics in R”, each four
actively looking for a replacement at the lecturelyeeks long. Stephanie Budgett has been invited to
senior lecturer position. Melanie Bell has bee@ive a summer course on “An Introduction to
working with the Department of Mathematics anétatistics” by the New Zealand Social Science
Statistics developing a proposal for a Masters dfetwork, and Andrew Balemi drew 35 attendees at
Science in Biostatistics to begin in 2009. This joirtn in-house Statistics New Zealand course with the
divisional programme (Science and Health Sciencéje: “How | Stopped Worrying and Fell in Love with
will largely be a taught masters degree, witihe Survey Cycle”. Andrew's winning aphrodisiac has
workplace consulting experience which she may aBRt yet been revealed.
for help with from her colleagues around New Finally, the Impact Factor of the Australian and
Zealand! If you are interested in hearing more gidew Zealand Journal of Statistics rose from 0.387 to
her an emailrfelanie.bell@stonebowtago.ac.nz). 0.537 from 2004 to 2005, as a result of one paper by
Also, Melanie and Katrina are working with Stephelarti Anderson. The publishers flagged this as a
Vanderhorne in Auckland to organize a two dagignificant achievement for the journal, quoting in their
workshop on longitudinal data analysis, probably if¢cent report that: “The reason for this success ... is
February. More details to come. the Anderson article from 2003 which has received
Melanie Bell 29 citations”. Never one to sit back, Marti has
recently settled a new contract with the US agency
University of Auckland NOAA (National Oceanic & Atmospheric
Administration) on analysis of habitat restoration
Our completing PhD students have had several majupjects.
successes recently. James Russell came second in Rachel Fewster
the 2007 MacDiarmid Young Scientist of the Year
Competition, and was overall winner in the category
Understanding Planet Earth The result qunlversn:y of Otago’ Maths and
announced at a grand awards dinner in Aucklandogg ts
20th June, and James’s research was discusse ﬁ'

TVOne News, Breakfast Programme, and Nine t)nn Harraway attended ICOTS 7 in Salvador Bahia,
Noon with Kathryn Ryan. ~Brazil in July. The conference was very worthwhile
Meanwhile, Richard Umstaetter won a Universityith 550 registered but about 15 not able to attend

of Auckland Best Doctoral Thesis award: one of fivgacause of the collapse of the Brazilian Airline, Varig.
awarded by the university for 2006. Richard has noW ¢,rther 100 high school teachers from Bahia

commenced his postdoc at the NASA Jet Propulsigiended workshops in the two days before the
Laboratory at Caltech. Christian Roever, who (likegnference. John presented a paper on Item
Richard) has just completed his PhD on Bayesigihsponse Theory, took part in an invited debate about
astrophysics with Renate Meyer, won a major Studefk teaching of statistics in context and organised the

prize at the Joint Statistical Meetings in Salt Lakgassion on multivariate statistics within the tertiary
City, in the Bayesian Statistical Science section. o4, cation topic. He was Scientific Secretary for

We extend a warm welcome to three new staff i 0TS 7 and has been asked to Chair the
the department: Stephane Guindon, Ivan Kojadinovigyernational Programme Committee for ICOTS 8
and Mark Holmes. Stephane is a bioinformatiGghich will take place in Slovenia in 2010. John also
specialist from CRNS in Montpellier, France; Ivan igjsited the Federal University of Santa Catarina in

an OR specialist from the University of Nantessorianopolis where he is working with Dalton Andrade
France; and Mark is an Auckland graduate who g, 5 project in Brazil.
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David Fletcher presented a paper on “Confiden@atistical Institute in Lisbon, Portugal at the end of
Intervals for Expected Abundance of a Rar@ugust; both meetings focus on teaching/education
Species” at the NZSA meeting in Christchurch in Juland official statistics.

This is joint work with Malcolm Faddy (Queensland In news from our research students, Nuovella
University of Technology) and will appear in JABESWilliams completed her PhD (“Robust Methods for
in September 2007. Analysing Quantitative Trait Loci”), supervised by

Mathew Schofield, Janine Wright, David FletcheRichard Arnold and Ross Renner. Nuovella is now
and John Harraway all presented papers at the NZ8Arking for the Office for National Statistics in the
Conference in Christchurch. Matthew SchofieldK. Two of our Masters students also recently
shared the prize for best student presentation for Bigbmitted their MSc theses: Jason O’Sullivan (“A
talk: Climate Reconstruction. In his talk MatthewTaxonomy of Seasonal Patterns”) supervised by John
highlighted problems in existing methods used fadaywood, and Sarah Marshall (“Analysis of Reliability
modeling climate from proxies such as tree rings ardata”), supervised by Stefanka Chukova. Jason is
outlined how this should be done properly. now working in London for dunnhumby, a Relevance
Irene Goodwin Marketing company, while Sarah is heading off to

the University of Edinburgh to start a PhD with full
financial support. Clearly the UK is an attractive
destination for our graduate students and we hope

Arrivals and departures are always big news and WY all do well and enjoy themselves over there.
have a few comings and goings to report since the Sabbaticals are also prominent in the current news
last Newsletter. Colleen Kelly completed her two yedfom VUW. Dong Wang returned from his travels at
term as the University’s Consulting Statistician i€ end of April 2007, and resltarted teaching
March 2007. Colleen will be missed very much by allMmediately (welcome home Dong!). John Haywood
of us and by the many staff and graduate studeﬁf%r_‘t,'n”es to enjoy himself living in Santa' M'onlca and
around the University that she assisted over the 144iting the UCLA Department of Statistics. John
two years. Also, Colleen and her husband, Cliff, Wiﬁravelled to Europe in June 200'7, where he presented
be missed in the Wellington cycling scene, where thé PaPer at the 3rd International Workshop on
had become pretty well known. Colleen and Clif orrelated Data Modelling in Limerick, Ireland and
have returned to southern California (near San Dieg@ySC Priefly visited Lancaster University, England, to
where Colleen has now started work for a privaﬂ%e_lp progress some work with Granville Tunnicliffe
firm, following several years spent in academia. W&/ISON. In contrast to the extremely dry year that
wish them both all the best. Our group is now lookingeuthern California (and John) is experiencing, it
forward to a new arrival: the next Consulting@ned almost every day while John was in Europe.
Statistician is due to start work at VUW later thilehn,nOW has a newfound appreciation for Coll?en
year, so there'll be more on that in the next Newslettdfelly's somewhat negative view of Wellington's
Another departure this year was of Junkdveather (Colleen is a SoCal native). In September
Murakami, who completed her postdoctoral positiof®Nn Will present some research at the 2007 NBER/
that was funded by the NZIMA programme on HiddeN'SF Time Series Conference, which this year is to

Markov Models, coordinated by David Vere-Joned€ held in lowa City. _ _
Junko is now in the US, but she wrote that her Richard Arnold began his sabbatical at Waseda

impression of New Zealand, after living here, i&NVersity, Tokyo, visiting our former colleague Yu
“something like a ‘tiny giant. Incredible in manyHayakawa, who has been at Waseda smce_early
aspects.” She will miss NZ and the blue Wellingtoﬁoo‘l' Estat_e Khmalgdze also started'a sabbatlce_ll at
bay, and we will miss Junko too. the same time as Richard. Estate will travel quite

While not directly linked to the Stats and OR grouﬂ,"idely’ but initiaIIy.he was based in Thilisi, Georgia,’
Sharleen Forbes joined VUW this year as Adjuné’i’here he reports it was vgry'ho't indeed. In Estate’s
Professor in Official Statistics, in the School of:PS€nce, back at VUW Y”'Ch,' Hirose has taken over
Government. This is a half time position, shared witl{!€ 0rganisation of the group’s seminars. Yuichi also
Statistics New Zealand. Sharleen is deservedly w@fganises a separate stochastic process study group

known throughout the NZ statistical community, an§'€€ting each week. _ o
her new professorial role is to promote official FTof Michael Trick (Carnegie Mellon University),

statistics: we wish her well with that. In fact she’dn€ 2007 ORSNZ Visiting Lecturer, visited the group
got off to a pretty good start, since Sharleen {§-10 August) and gave two seminars: “Integer and
organising an Invited Paper Meeting and speaking ﬁonstra'lnt”Progf‘ammlng Approaches 1o Sp(_)rts
a contributed Paper Meeting at the 56th Internationar€duling” and “The Science of Better: Practical

Victoria University
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Operations Research”. Mark Johnston reports th@roups web page: http://nzsa.rsnz.org/
the first talk was a fascinating insight into thdocal_groups.shtml.
computationally extremely-difficult problem of  That web page also contains contact details for
scheduling Major League Baseball in the USA, whiléhe group and information on how to subscribe
the second talk outlined how Operations Resear¢subscription is free) or how to update email contact
lies at the heart of businesses such as Google, Fedtetails.
and Amazon. WSG gratefully receives regular sponsorship from
Some bad news concerned the free half-ddlge Ministry of Social Development, Statistics New
workshop that Ivy Liu had organised on “BayesiaZealand, Statistics Research Associates Ltd, and
Analysis of Case-Control Data: Studies of Genefctoria University of Wellington.
Environment Interaction”, which was to be given at John Haywood
VUW in July 2007 by Bhramar Mukherjee, University
of Michigan. More than 40 people had registered fqgniversity of Waikato
the workshop but unfortunately it had to be cancelled,
due to certain issues with New Zealand Immigratioft has been a while since there has been any news
The organisers extend their deepest apologies to edintribution from the Statistics Department at the
those affected. At the end of August Ivy will beéWaikato University. That is rather symptomatic of
presenting a paper at the 56th International Statistidhe ways things are here. As we are short-staffed
Institute in Lisbon, Portugal, as will Dong Wang.  (no replacement yet for James Curran or Nye John),
Shirley Pledger had a week of research meetingge have all been busy with our University
in July at the Max Planck Institute for Demographicommitments.
Research in Rostock, Germany, followed by an invited As for recent activities in the department, we
speaker slot at a conference on Recent Developmewglcomed Lyn Hunt back after illness. She is still
in Capture-Recapture Methods and their Applicationbaving to take things easy but did manage a visit to
at the University of Reading, England. En route sHérisbane in early June to work with Kaye Basford.
visited Goettingen, where Walter Zucchini took hefhe department hosted Professor William Reed from
to see Gauss's grave. Shirley and the rest of us wiiie University of Victoria, Canada ,who was here to
see Walter Zucchini at VUW next year, since he willvork with Murray Jorgensen. Murray also went to
be the 2008 recipient of the Shayle Searle Visitingarcelona in July to the International Workshop on
Fellowship in Statistics. Statistical Modelling 2007 where he presented a paper
John Haywood entitled “Multivariate Mixture Models in official
statistics”. At the same time, Judi McWhirter attended
the NZSA 2007 conference in Christchurch where
she presented a paper entitled “Who has mud on their

The Wellington Statistics Group (WSG), a local groupands? A bootstrapping technique for determining a
of the NZSA, continues to meet regularly. Since thi@hgerprint for sediment tracing in the Whangapoua

last NZSA Newsletter there were WSG talks giveHarbour”. The second edition of Bill Bolstad’s book
by: “Introduction to Bayesian Statistics” has just been

6 August: Nick Longford, SNTL, Reading, UK, released.
“Allocation of limited resources and related. The_department ran apothersuccessfulworkshop
problems in small-area statistics”. in Aprll_. Professor Adrian _Baddeley, from th(—_:t
] ) ) ] ] University of Western Australia, presented a Spatial
9 May: Shirley Pledger, Victoria University of giatistics Workshop, which was well attended.
Wellington, “Something for Nothing: Estimating\yaikato University has been decided as the venue
age-related surylval rates from capture-recaptufgy the next NZSA conference. It is likely to be held
data when age is unknown”. in early July 2008, but dates are still to be confirmed.
18 April: Stephen E. Fienberg, Carnegie Mellon Recent seminars in the department:
University, USA, “When Did Bayesian Inference Murray Jorgensen (University of Waikato) “Where
Become “Bayesian™?” have all the Young Men gone?”

22 March: Richard Arnold, Victoria University of Bruce Weir (University of Washington) “The
Wellington, “Using earthquakes to measure stresBirthday Problem and DNA Profiles.”

in the earth’s crust”. William Reed (University of Victoria) “Normal-

Abstracts and further details of past and known-apPlace Distributions and their Applications”
future WSG talks can be found on the NZSA LocaHadley Wickham (lowa State University) “Interactive

Wellington Statistics Group
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Graphics.” our use of the electronic transactions data (EFTPOS

John Leathwick (NIWA) and Jane Elith (Universitydata to you and me). He also is taking the opportunity

of Melbourne) “Boosted Regression Trees - a maj&p Visit various researchers in Europe to discuss
advance in statistical modelling tools.” temporal disaggregation and seasonal adjustment

Judi McWhirter issues. John Pearson_went to the 3rd I_nternational
Conference on Establishment Surveys in Montreal
where he presented a paper on our programme for
generic survey systems. He also took the opportunity
to visit Statistics Canada. We sent Walt Davis, Mike

As usual I'll start with arrivals and departures téamden,Tim Duke and Jing You to MISGO7 at
Statistical Methods since March 2006, so many &¥ollongong. Local conferences with SM attendees
you can find out where your students have ended @d presenters included Social Policy Research &
Arrivals: Jing You, Rudi van der Mescht, Emmadzvaluation, Population Association of New Zealand
Mawby, Deborah Brunning, Olivia Son, Guan vignd of course the recent NZSA conference, which
(Fish) Zheng, Lisa Henley, Lilian Morrison, ChandRebecca Bangma also assisted in organising.
(Lisa) Li, Kee Chang, Chris Hansen and Val Cox. Recent Statistics New Zealand news include a
Returning: Frances Krsinich and Diane Ramsafe€w Government Statistician, Geoff Bascand. Also
Departures: Sue Brown (Timaru) Jo Shrigleye have received some money from government to
(Australia), Polly Stuart (Qatar), Joh Prebble, Zo@nable us to make much more of our data available
Wood (OE), Karla Helgason (StatCan), Stevlee. The projects approved for funding by OS
Johnston, Eleanor Posadas (MSD), Katrina Yourigesearch programme have been decided. They cover
(Tourism), Tim Duke, Alan Bentley, Emma Hoopeponfidentiality, organising administrative data, quallty
(ONS), Jeremy Wilhelm (ACC), Simon Leongassessment of linked data and sampling the Maori
(NZER), Andy Smith (SSC) and Tiri Sullivan (Emirateand Pacific populations. However | need to stress
Airways). There have also been people moving tbat relying on my report to know what work is being
and from Statistical Methods to and from other areg@ne in Statistics NZ is much, much less useful than
of Statistics NZ which | haven't logged. All this show$J0ing towww.stats.govt.nz!
that | need to report more regularly to keep the list to Richard Penny
a manageable size!

In other news, Jamas Enright has recently been
seconded to Treasury for 2 years. There has bd¥tassey University, Turitea
the welcome return of Diane Ramsay as Manager

Statistical Methods. She’s just had the joy of going/e welcome two new graduate students: Nafees
through the 50 odd (as in approximately, not @hmad has arrived from Pakistan, Sarojinie Fernando
comment of the personalities of Methodologists iR2S arrived from Sri Lanka. Sigrid Panisch from
Statistics New Zealand) performance reviews, arftHStria will come later in the year.
still seems cheerful. Victoria Wei had a baby girl in Chin Diew Lai attended and presented a paper at
February, and Claire Sun and Sela Appleton hatlee ISSAT International Conference on ‘Modelilng' of
recently gone on parental leave to await their hapfPMPlex Systems and Environments’, Ho Chi Minh
events. In March we had colleagues from Tong&;y: Vietnam, 16-18, July, 2007.
Palau and Samoa here to upskill themselves on various”round Easter, Doug Stirling ha
aspects of official statistics, and many from Statisti@10ther visit to Nestlé in Switzerlar
NZ assisted in this. The Pasifika statisticians veg‘d the University of Reading i
much appreciated the opportunity, though ndgndland, finishing one CAST proje
Christchurch’s weather. We also hosted Steph&d starting work on another. _
Fienberg for a week prior to his visit to VUW. StevélSO released a new version of CAST (accessible at
has been doing confidentiality work in association witAltR://cast. massegc.nz) with improvements to the
Fraser Jackson and us as well as for the U.S. officR@#SiC €-books and extra e-books about multiple
statistics system, so it was an excellent opportunit§gression and design of experiments.
to talk confidentiality (confidentially of course). A large contingent from Palmy attended and
We have also been a peripatetic lot. Rebecpiesented at NZSA2007. Wes Johnson visited briefly

Bangma, Sela Appleton and Claire Sun went to ti@§ his way home to work with Geoff Jones.
Australian Young Statisticians conference in Another Palmy Statisticians meeting is being
Melbourne. John Crequer and Frances Krsinich dpénned for 26th October. See p6 for details.

off to the I1SI meeting in Lisbon. John is talking about Geoff Jones

Statistics New Zealand
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Could your organisation benefit from =<8
Self Service Business Intelligence tools? HLR

Hoare Research Software Ltd

Statisticians, Business Analysts, Researchers, Academics and other professionals in New Zealand can now interactively
explore their raw data from large datasets using products from Space-Time Research. SuperSTAR products provide a set of
self-service business intelligence tools that are easy to use with an intuitive non-programming interface. Strategic thinkers
can use these tools for a question-answer-question approach conducive to insightful analysis and creative solutions to
public issues, business problems or opportunities.

SuperSTAR has the speed (more than 1 million records per second) to deal with large data sets, yet maintains access to
the raw data when required. The combination of the SuperCROSS interface and SuperSERVER tabulation engine is the
best tool on the market for ad-hoc, exploratory analysis of demographic statistics, but it is also well-suited for large-scale
production of summary statistics.

Data management tools provide individual confidentially and data security. The suite’s SuperWEB module delivers query
power to end users via Web browsers without plug-ins or applets. Users can compose, run and store multi-dimensional
tables and view results in table, chart and map form.

The SuperCHANNEL database builder makes it easy to pull data into SuperSTAR from relational databases, SAS datasets,

spreadsheets and flat files.

SuperSTAR customers include organisations like Statistics NZ and many of the world’s most advanced government

SuperSTAR, an
OLMAP solution

Instant access to
microdata = any
gueery of the data can
be asked.

data warehouse
Micre database is

uptdated quickly and
easily

Traditional
QLAFP solution
Ingtant sccess to OLAP
data stored in ' tools
cubes, Creating
I queries
Prablem: 1 FAST
If the data I
reguire d is nat in ]
tha cube, 3 SGEL I i
quiry riust be
directed at the I 1' sLow
data warshouse 1 BTty
1 cubes
This resulls in very poor | refreshed
response times and | periodically
system overdoads or \
worse, inaccessible data %
4
|
|
|
|

Bata warehouse / Transactional system
{micro database)

SuperSTAR Solution;

Mo need fo access the

5 Ways to obtain your FREE SUPERSTAR INFO KIT:
1. Call 0800 477 776 or 07 839 9102 2. E-mail 1916@hrs.co.nz

3. Fax the reply form to 07 839 9103 4. Visit www.hrs.co.nz/1916.aspx

5. Mail the reply form to HRS, PO Box 4153, Hamilton East.
Note: Please quote lead reference 1916 when contacting us for

your info pack.

statistical agencies, as well as education,
welfare, transportation, health, crime and
security departments. Industries served
include telecommunications, insurance,
retailing and market research.

Contact HRS to learn more about

how these products could help your
organisation identify and explore issues
and opportunities by requesting an
information pack on SuperStar products
today!

Name:

4 Contact Details

Position:

Department:

Organisation:

Address 1:

Address 2:

City:

Phone:(__ )

Postcode:

Fax:(__ )

Email:

Your Industry:

Your Interest:

\ 1916

New Zealand’s Technical Software Source

\

Please send me a FREE Info
Kit that includes:

[] SuperStar Information

[] The HRS Software Guide!




